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Contemplating Friendship in Aristotle's
Ethics
This feminist classic explores the many
manifestations of friendship between women and
examines the ways women have created their own
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communities and destinies through friendship.

First, Second, and Other Selves
In this extensive inquiry into the sources of modern
selfhood, Charles Taylor demonstrates just how rich
and precious those resources are. The modern turn to
subjectivity, with its attendant rejection of an
objective order of reason, has led—it seems to
many—to mere subjectivism at the mildest and to
sheer nihilism at the worst. Many critics believe that
the modern order has no moral backbone and has
proved corrosive to all that might foster human good.
Taylor rejects this view. He argues that, properly
understood, our modern notion of the self provides a
framework that more than compensates for the
abandonment of substantive notions of rationality.
The major insight of Sources of the Self is that
modern subjectivity, in all its epistemological,
aesthetic, and political ramifications, has its roots in
ideas of human good. After first arguing that
contemporary philosophers have ignored how self and
good connect, the author defines the modern identity
by describing its genesis. His effort to uncover and
map our moral sources leads to novel interpretations
of most of the figures and movements in the modern
tradition. Taylor shows that the modern turn inward is
not disastrous but is in fact the result of our long
efforts to define and reach the good. At the heart of
this definition he finds what he calls the affirmation of
ordinary life, a value which has decisively if not
completely replaced an older conception of reason as
connected to a hierarchy based on birth and wealth.
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In telling the story of a revolution whose proponents
have been Augustine, Montaigne, Luther, and a host
of others, Taylor’s goal is in part to make sure we do
not lose sight of their goal and endanger all that has
been achieved. Sources of the Self provides a decisive
defense of the modern order and a sharp rebuff to its
critics.

Friendship
Originally published in 1940, this book contains an
expanded English translation of Books 8 and 9 of
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics. These two books are
devoted to a discussion on the nature of friendship
and the role it played in Greek life, and Percival
supplies an introduction with a background to the
subject of ancient friendship prior to Aristotle's
formulation. This book will be of value to anyone with
an interest in ancient friendship or the philosophy of
Aristotle.

Sources of the Self
With an enduring grasp of human nature, Dale
Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and Influence People
teaches his readers how to handle people without
letting them feel manipulated, how to make people
feel important without inspiring resentment, how win
people over to your point of view without causing
offence, and how to make a friend out of just about
anyone. Published in 1937, Carnegie’s How to Win
Friends and Influence People, was originally written as
a companion book to his lectures on how to be a good
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salesperson. However, what began as a basic sales
primer, quickly exploded into an overnight success,
eventually selling more than 15 million copies
worldwide, and pioneering an entire genre of self-help
and personal success books. HarperTorch brings great
works of non-fiction and the dramatic arts to life in
digital format, upholding the highest standards in
ebook production and celebrating reading in all its
forms. Look for more titles in the HarperTorch
collection to build your digital library.

Friendship, Robots, and Social Media
"Friendship, that pervasive, everyday, and subtle
matter of our most intimate personal life, has rarely
been accorded its due. Michael Pakaluk has retrieved
the thoughts of our greatest thinkers on the subject
and collected them into a handsome and handy
volume. . . . A splendid book!" --M. M. Wartofsky,
Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, Baruch College,
City University of New York

The Knowledge Machine: How
Irrationality Created Modern Science
For statesmen, friendship is the lingua franca of
politics. Considering the connections between
personal and political friendship, John von Heyking’s
The Form of Politics interprets the texts of Plato and
Aristotle and emphasizes the role that friendship has
in enduring philosophical and contemporary political
contexts. Beginning with a discussion on virtuefriendship, described by Aristotle and Plato as an
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agreement on what qualifies as the pursuit of good,
The Form of Politics demonstrates that virtue and
political friendship form a paradoxical relationship in
which political friendships need to be nourished by
virtue-friendships that transcend the moral and
intellectual horizons of the political society. Von
Heyking then examines Aristotle’s ethical and political
writings – which are set within the boundaries of
political life – and Plato’s dialogues on friendship in
Lysis and the Laws, which characterize political
friendship as festivity. Ultimately, arguing that
friendship is the high point of a virtuous political life,
von Heyking presents a fresh interpretation of
Aristotle and Plato’s political thought, and a new take
on the most essential goals in politics. Inviting
reassessment of the relationship between friendship
and politics by returning to the origins of Western
philosophy, The Form of Politics is a lucid work on the
foundations of political cooperation.

The Courage to Be Disliked
Addresses the question of whether special preference
for friends is morally justified.

Conceptualizing Friendship in Time and
Place
In this new accessible philosophy of friendship, Mark
Vernon links the resources of the philosophical
tradition with numerous illustrations from modern
culture to ask what friendship is, how it relates to sex,
work, politics and spirituality. Unusually, he argues
Page 5/28

Online Library Other Selves Philosophers On
Friendship
that Plato and Nietzsche, as much as Aristotle and
Aelred, should be put centre stage. Their penetrating
and occasionally tough insights are invaluable if
friendship is to be a full, not merely sentimental, way
of life for today.

How To Win Friends And Influence
People
Aristotle's Philosophy of Friendship
John M. Doris presents a new account of agency and
responsibility, which reconciles our understanding of
ourselves as moral agents with psychological
research on the unconscious mind. Much
philosophical theorizing maintains that the exercise of
morally responsible agency consists in judgment and
behavior ordered by accurate reflection. On such
theories, when human beings are able to direct their
lives in the manner philosophers have dignified with
the honorific 'agency', it's because they know what
they're doing, and why they're doing it. This
understanding is compromised by quantities of
psychological research on unconscious processing,
which suggests that accurate reflection is
distressingly uncommon; very often behavior is
ordered by surprisingly inaccurate self-awareness.
Thus, if agency requires accurate reflection, people
seldom exercise agency, and skepticism about
agency threatens. To counter the skeptical threat,
John M. Doris proposes an alternative theory that
requires neither reflection nor accurate selfPage 6/28
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awareness: he identifies a dialogic form of agency
where self-direction is facilitated by exchange of the
rationalizations with which people explain and justify
themselves to one another. The result is a stoutly
interdisciplinary theory sensitive to both what human
beings are like—creatures with opaque and unruly
psychologies-and what they need: an account of
agency sufficient to support a practice of moral
responsibility.

Other Selves
Women in Victorian England wore jewelry made from
each other's hair and wrote poems celebrating
decades of friendship. They pored over magazines
that described the dangerous pleasures of corporal
punishment. A few had sexual relationships with each
other, exchanged rings and vows, willed each other
property, and lived together in long-term partnerships
described as marriages. But, as Sharon Marcus shows,
these women were not seen as gender outlaws. Their
desires were fanned by consumer culture, and their
friendships and unions were accepted and even
encouraged by family, society, and church. Far from
being sexless angels defined only by male desires,
Victorian women openly enjoyed looking at and even
dominating other women. Their friendships helped
realize the ideal of companionate love between men
and women celebrated by novels, and their unions
influenced politicians and social thinkers to reform
marriage law. Through a close examination of
literature, memoirs, letters, domestic magazines, and
political debates, Marcus reveals how relationships
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between women were a crucial component of
femininity. Deeply researched, powerfully argued, and
filled with original readings of familiar and surprising
sources, Between Women overturns everything we
thought we knew about Victorian women and the
history of marriage and family life. It offers a new
paradigm for theorizing gender and sexuality--not just
in the Victorian period, but in our own.

The Infidel and the Professor
There has been an increasing interest in the meaning
and importance of friendship in recent years,
particularly in the West. However, the history of
friendship, and the ways in which it has changed over
time, have rarely been examined. Friendship: A
History traces the development of friendship in
Europe from the Hellenistic period to today. The book
brings together a range of essays that examine the
language of friendship and its significance in terms of
ethics, social institutions, religious organizations and
political alliances. The essays study the works of
classical and contemporary authors to explore the
role of friendship in Western philosophy. Ranging
from renaissance friendships to Christian and secular
friendships and from women’s writing to the role of
class and sex in friendships, Friendship: A History will
be invaluable to students and scholars of social
history.

Hannah Arendt and the Politics of
Friendship
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“Marie Kondo, but for your brain.” —HelloGiggles
“Compelling from front to back. Highly recommend.”
—Marc Andreessen Reading this book could change
your life. The Courage to Be Disliked, already an
enormous bestseller in Asia with more than 3.5 million
copies sold, demonstrates how to unlock the power
within yourself to be the person you truly want to be.
Is happiness something you choose for yourself? The
Courage to Be Disliked presents a simple and
straightforward answer. Using the theories of Alfred
Adler, one of the three giants of nineteenth-century
psychology alongside Freud and Jung, this book
follows an illuminating dialogue between a
philosopher and a young man. Over the course of five
conversations, the philosopher helps his student to
understand how each of us is able to determine the
direction of our own life, free from the shackles of
past traumas and the expectations of others. Rich in
wisdom, The Courage to Be Disliked will guide you
through the concepts of self-forgiveness, self-care,
and mind decluttering. It is a deeply liberating way of
thinking, allowing you to develop the courage to
change and ignore the limitations that you might be
placing on yourself. This plainspoken and profoundly
moving book unlocks the power within you to find
lasting happiness and be the person you truly want to
be. Millions have already benefited from its teachings,
now you can too.

The Philosophy of Friendship
This book offers a comprehensive account of the
major philosophical works on friendship and its
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relationship to self-love. The book gives central place
to Aristotle's searching examination of friendship in
the Nicomachean Ethics. Lorraine Pangle argues that
the difficulties surrounding this discussion are soon
dispelled once one understands the purpose of the
Ethics as both a source of practical guidance for life
and a profound, theoretical investigation into human
nature. The book also provides fresh interpretations of
works on friendship by Plato, Cicero, Epicurus,
Seneca, Montaigne and Bacon. The author shows how
each of these thinkers sheds light on central
questions of moral philosophy: is human sociability
rooted in neediness or strength? is the best life chiefly
solitary, or dedicated to a community with others?
Clearly structured and engagingly written, this book
will appeal to a broad swathe of readers across
philosophy, classics and political science.

Friends and Other Strangers
Solomon and Higgins have chosen excerpts from the
great philosophical texts and combined them with the
most exciting new work of philosophers writing today.
It examines the mysteries of erotic love from a variety
of philosophical perspectives and provides an
impressive display of wisdom that the world's best
thinkers have brought, and continue to bring, to the
study of love.

The Philosophy of Sex
In her essay collection First, Second, and Other
Selves: Essays on Friendship and Personal Identity,
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well-known scholar of ancient philosophy Jennifer
Whiting uses Aristotle's theories on friendship as a
springboard to engage with contemporary
philosophical work on personal identity and moral
psychology.

Friendship
This work contains Artistotle's views on what makes a
good human life. It has served as an influence on the
history of ideas and offers insights into the human
condition.

The Nicomachean Ethics
Friendship has always been a universal category of
human relationships and an influential motif in
literature, but it is rarely discussed as a theme in its
own right. In her study of how friendship gives
direction and shape to new ideas and novel strategies
of plot, character formation, and style in the British
novel from the 1760s to the 1830s, Katrin Berndt
argues that friendship functions as a literary
expression of philosophical values in a genre that
explores the psychology and the interactions of the
individual in modern society. In the literary historical
period in which the novel became established as a
modern genre, friend characters were omnipresent,
reflecting enlightenment philosophy’s definition of
friendship as a bond that civilized public and private
interactions and was considered essential for the
attainment of happiness. Berndt’s analyses of genredefining novels by Frances Brooke, Mary Shelley,
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Sarah Scott, Helen Maria Williams, Charlotte Lennox,
Walter Scott, Jane Austen, and Maria Edgeworth show
that the significance of friendship and the increasing
variety of novelistic forms and topics represent an
overlooked dynamic in the novel’s literary history.
Contributing to our understanding of the complex
interplay of philosophical, socio-cultural and literary
discourses that shaped British fiction in the later
Hanoverian decades, Berndt’s book demonstrates
that novels have conceived the modern individual not
in opposition to, but in interaction with society,
continuing Enlightenment debates about how to share
the lives and the experiences of others.

Big Friendship
Aristotle on Friendship
“The Knowledge Machine is the most stunningly
illuminating book of the last several decades
regarding the all-important scientific enterprise.”
—Rebecca Newberger Goldstein, author of Plato at
the Googleplex A paradigm-shifting work, The
Knowledge Machine revolutionizes our understanding
of the origins and structure of science. • Why is
science so powerful? • Why did it take so long—two
thousand years after the invention of philosophy and
mathematics—for the human race to start using
science to learn the secrets of the universe? In a
groundbreaking work that blends science, philosophy,
and history, leading philosopher of science Michael
Strevens answers these challenging questions,
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showing how science came about only once thinkers
stumbled upon the astonishing idea that scientific
breakthroughs could be accomplished by breaking the
rules of logical argument. Like such classic works as
Karl Popper’s The Logic of Scientific Discovery and
Thomas Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions, The Knowledge Machine grapples with
the meaning and origins of science, using a plethora
of vivid historical examples to demonstrate that
scientists willfully ignore religion, theoretical beauty,
and even philosophy to embrace a constricted code of
argument whose very narrowness channels
unprecedented energy into empirical observation and
experimentation. Strevens calls this scientific code
the iron rule of explanation, and reveals the way in
which the rule, precisely because it is unreasonably
close-minded, overcomes individual prejudices to lead
humanity inexorably toward the secrets of nature.
“With a mixture of philosophical and historical
argument, and written in an engrossing style” (Alan
Ryan), The Knowledge Machine provides captivating
portraits of some of the greatest luminaries in
science’s history, including Isaac Newton, the chief
architect of modern science and its foundational
theories of motion and gravitation; William Whewell,
perhaps the greatest philosopher-scientist of the early
nineteenth century; and Murray Gell-Mann, discoverer
of the quark. Today, Strevens argues, in the face of
threats from a changing climate and global
pandemics, the idiosyncratic but highly effective
scientific knowledge machine must be protected from
politicians, commercial interests, and even scientists
themselves who seek to open it up, to make it less
narrow and more rational—and thus to undermine its
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devotedly empirical search for truth. Rich with
illuminating and often delightfully quirky illustrations,
The Knowledge Machine, written in a winningly
accessible style that belies the import of its revisionist
and groundbreaking concepts, radically reframes
much of what we thought we knew about the origins
of the modern world.

Talking to Our Selves
Reproduction of the original: De Amicitia, Scipio ́s
Dream by Marcus Tullius Cicero

Aristotle and the Philosophy of
Friendship
Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy
The philosophy of loveFor centuries, popular writers
and respected scholars have written about and
analyzed the phenomenon of love without exhausting
its potential for contemporary debate. By
representing the three major traditions in the
philosophy of love--Platonic eros, Christian agape, and
Aristotelian philia--editor Alan Soble has not only
examined the intellectual problem of what "love" is,
but has designed a dialogue among the three
traditions in genuine philosophical style. "Eros is
acquisitive, egocentric or even selfish; agape is a
giving love. Eros is an unconstant, unfaithful love,
while agape is unwavering and continues to give
despite ingratitude. Eros is a love that responds to the
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merit or value of its object; while agape creates value
in its object as a result of loving it Finally, eros is an
ascending love, the human's route to God; agape is a
descending love, GodÆs route to humans Philia is
caught between eros and agape."--From the
Introduction to Eros, Agape and Philia ISSUES
EXPLORED: --What is the state of love today as seen
through the eyes of Plato, Aristotle, and Paul? --How
do relations between the sexes illustrate the
difficulties of love? --What are the nature and effects
of exclusivity, reciprocity, and constancy? --What are
the conceptual and psychological ties between sex
and love? --Does it make any sense to think of love in
moral terms?

Accounting Ethics
This book presents a thorough and systematic
integration of Aristotle's analysis of friendship with
the main lines of the rest of his work in Politics and
Nicomachean Ethics. The author conveys a clear
sense of the continuing illumination that Aristotle's
analysis of friendship provides to contemporary
ethical theorists and to students of Aristotle. Other
Selves speaks to both audiences.

Plato's Dialogue on Friendship
Presents the major issues in Aristotle's writings on
Friendship.

Form of Politics
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Stories, legends, poems, essays, letters, and
memoirs, by Aesop, Yeats, Homer, Shakespeare, T.S.
Eliot, Virginia Woolf, and others, offer a commentary
on friendship

Eros, Agape and Philia
The volume “Conceptualizing Friendship in Time and
Place” brings together reflections on the meaning and
practice of friendship in a variety of social and cultural
settings in history and in the present time, focusing
on Asia and the Western world.

Narrating Friendship and the British
Novel, 1760-1830
Now in its third edition, this fascinating book
illustrates how a philosophical approach to sexuality
can shed light on various sexual phenomena, such as
pornography, prostitution, sadomasochism,
homosexuality, masturbation, sexual perversion, and
adultery. A definitive work on a provocative topic.

De Amicitia, Scipio ́s Dream
Although mammals and birds are widely regarded as
the smartest creatures on earth, it has lately become
clear that a very distant branch of the tree of life has
also sprouted higher intelligence: the cephalopods,
consisting of the squid, the cuttlefish, and above all
the octopus. In captivity, octopuses have been known
to identify individual human keepers, raid neighboring
tanks for food, turn off lightbulbs by spouting jets of
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water, plug drains, and make daring escapes. How is
it that a creature with such gifts evolved through an
evolutionary lineage so radically distant from our
own? What does it mean that evolution built minds
not once but at least twice? The octopus is the closest
we will come to meeting an intelligent alien. What can
we learn from the encounter? In Other Minds, Peter
Godfrey-Smith, a distinguished philosopher of science
and a skilled scuba diver, tells a bold new story of
how subjective experience crept into being—how
nature became aware of itself. As Godfrey-Smith
stresses, it is a story that largely occurs in the ocean,
where animals first appeared. Tracking the mind’s
fitful development, Godfrey-Smith shows how unruly
clumps of seaborne cells began living together and
became capable of sensing, acting, and signaling. As
these primitive organisms became more entangled
with others, they grew more complicated. The first
nervous systems evolved, probably in ancient
relatives of jellyfish; later on, the cephalopods, which
began as inconspicuous mollusks, abandoned their
shells and rose above the ocean floor, searching for
prey and acquiring the greater intelligence needed to
do so. Taking an independent route, mammals and
birds later began their own evolutionary journeys. But
what kind of intelligence do cephalopods possess?
Drawing on the latest scientific research and his own
scuba-diving adventures, Godfrey-Smith probes the
many mysteries that surround the lineage. How did
the octopus, a solitary creature with little social life,
become so smart? What is it like to have eight
tentacles that are so packed with neurons that they
virtually “think for themselves”? What happens when
some octopuses abandon their hermit-like ways and
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congregate, as they do in a unique location off the
coast of Australia? By tracing the question of inner life
back to its roots and comparing human beings with
our most remarkable animal relatives, Godfrey-Smith
casts crucial new light on the octopus mind—and on
our own.

God Without Being
With a new foreword by Jonathan Lear 'Remarkably
lively and enjoyableIt is a very rich book, containing
excellent descriptions of a variety of moral theories,
and innumerable and often witty observations on
topics encountered on the way.' - Times Literary
Supplement Bernard Williams was one of the greatest
philosophers of his generation. Ethics and the Limits
of Philosophy is not only widely acknowledged to be
his most important book, but also hailed a
contemporary classic of moral philosophy. Drawing on
the ideas of the Greek philosophers, Williams
reorients ethics away from a preoccupation with
universal moral theories towards ‘truth, truthfulness
and the meaning of an individual life’. He explores
and reflects upon the most difficult problems in
contemporary philosophy and identifies new ideas
about central issues such as relativism, objectivity
and the possibility of ethical knowledge. This edition
also includes a commentary on the text by
A.W.Moore. At the time of his death in 2003, Bernard
Williams was hailed by the Times as 'the outstanding
moral philosopher of his age.' He taught at the
Universities of Cambridge, Berkeley and Oxford and is
the author of many influential books, including
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Morality; Descartes: The Project of Pure Enquiry
(available from Routledge) and Truth and
Truthfulness.

Between Women
The story of the greatest of all philosophical
friendships—and how it influenced modern thought
David Hume is arguably the most important
philosopher ever to have written in English, but during
his lifetime he was attacked as “the Great Infidel” for
his religious skepticism and deemed unfit to teach the
young. In contrast, Adam Smith, now hailed as the
founding father of capitalism, was a revered professor
of moral philosophy. Remarkably, Hume and Smith
were best friends, sharing what Dennis Rasmussen
calls the greatest of all philosophical friendships. The
Infidel and the Professor tells the fascinating story of
the close relationship between these towering
Enlightenment thinkers—and how it influenced their
world-changing ideas. It shows that Hume contributed
more to economics—and Smith contributed more to
philosophy—than is generally recognized. The result
is a compelling account of a great friendship that had
great consequences for modern thought.

Other Minds
Discusses in detail the many accounting scandals
involving AIG in a case study format. Examines key
concepts associated with ethics for accountants,
including virtues, personal responsibility, the link
between rules and principles, and professionalism.
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Outlines three high-profile ethics cases involving
Enron, WorldCom and Lehman Brothers, along with 10
cases drawn from everyday accounting practice.
Concludes with a discussion of how a student or
practitioner can continue to grow in ethics and as a
professional.

The Norton Book of Friendship
A close friendship is one of the most influential and
important relationships a human life can contain.
Anyone will tell you that! But for all the rosy
sentiments surrounding friendship, most people don’t
talk much about what it really takes to stay close for
the long haul. Now two friends, Aminatou Sow and
Ann Friedman, tell the story of their equally messy
and life-affirming Big Friendship in this honest and
hilarious book that chronicles their first decade in one
another’s lives. As the hosts of the hit podcast Call
Your Girlfriend, they’ve become known for frank and
intimate conversations. In this book, they bring that
energy to their own friendship—its joys and its pitfalls.
Aminatou and Ann define Big Friendship as a strong,
significant bond that transcends life phases,
geographical locations, and emotional shifts. And they
should know: the two have had moments of charmed
bliss and deep frustration, of profound connection and
gut-wrenching alienation. They have weathered lifethreatening health scares, getting fired from their
dream jobs, and one unfortunate Thanksgiving dinner
eaten in a car in a parking lot in Rancho Cucamonga.
Through interviews with friends and experts, they
have come to understand that their struggles are not
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unique. And that the most important part of a Big
Friendship is making the decision to invest in one
another again and again. An inspiring and
entertaining testament to the power of society’s most
underappreciated relationship, Big Friendship will
invite you to think about how your own bonds are
formed, challenged, and preserved. It is a call to value
your friendships in all of their complexity. Actively
choose them. And, sometimes, fight for them.

On Friendship
Originally published in 1979, Plato's Dialogue on
Friendship is the first book-length interpretation of the
Lysis in English, offering both a full analysis and a
literal translation of this frequently neglected Platonic
dialogue. David Bolotin interprets the Lysis as an
important work in its own right and places it in the
context of Plato's other writings. He attempts to show
that despite Socrates' apparent failure to discover
what a friend is, a coherent understanding of
friendship emerges in the Lysis. His commentary
follows the dialogue closely, and his interpretation
unfolds gradually, as he is providing a detailed
summary of the Lysis itself. Mr. Bolotin's translation
captures the playfulness and rich ambiguities of the
Lysis and its effectiveness as conversational drama.
His book, written with precision and clarity, should be
useful to students of political philosophy and ancient
philosophy.

The Philosophy of (erotic) Love
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Jean-Luc Marion is one of the world’s foremost
philosophers of religion as well as one of the leading
Catholic thinkers of modern times. In God Without
Being, Marion challenges a fundamental premise of
traditional philosophy, theology, and metaphysics:
that God, before all else, must be. Taking a
characteristically postmodern stance and engaging in
passionate dialogue with Heidegger, he locates a
“God without Being” in the realm of agape, or
Christian charity and love. If God is love, Marion
contends, then God loves before he actually is. First
translated into English in 1991, God Without Being
continues to be a key book for discussions of the
nature of God. This second edition contains a new
preface by Marion as well as his 2003 essay on
Thomas Aquinas. Offering a controversial,
contemporary perspective, God Without Being will
remain essential reading for scholars and students of
philosophy and religion. “Daring and profound. . . . In
matters most central to his thesis, [Marion]’s control
is admirable, and his attunement to the nuances of
other major postmodern thinkers is
impressive.”—Theological Studies “A truly remarkable
work.”—First Things “Very rewarding
reading.”—Religious Studies Review

The Nicomachean Ethics
Examines how Aristotle posits political philosophy and
the experience of friendship as a means to bind
strictly intellectual virtue with morality. In this book,
Ann Ward explores Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics,
focusing on the progressive structure of the
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argument. Aristotle begins by giving an account of
moral virtue from the perspective of the moral agent,
only to find that the account itself highlights
fundamental tensions within the virtues that push the
moral agent into the realm of intellectual virtue.
However, the existence of an intellectual realm
separate from the moral realm can lead to lack of selfrestraint. Aristotle, Ward argues, locates political
philosophy and the experience of friendship as
possible solutions to the problem of lack of selfrestraint, since political philosophy thinks about the
human things in a universal way, and friendship
grounds the pursuit of the good which is happiness
understood as contemplation. Ward concludes that
Aristotle’s philosophy of friendship points to the
embodied intellect of timocratic friends and mothers
in their activity of mothering as engaging in the
highest form of contemplation and thus living the
happiest life.

Mirror, Mirror
Friends and Other Strangers argues for expanding the
field of religious ethics to address the normative
dimensions of culture, interpersonal desires,
friendships and family, and institutional and political
relationships. Richard B. Miller urges religious
ethicists to turn to cultural studies to broaden the
range of the issues they address and to examine
matters of cultural practice and cultural difference in
critical and self-reflexive ways. Friends and Other
Strangers critically discusses the ethics of
ethnography; ethnocentrism, relativism, and moral
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criticism; empathy and the ethics of self-other
attunement; indignation, empathy, and solidarity; the
meaning of moral responsibility in relation to children
and friends; civic virtue, war, and alterity; the
normative and psychological dimensions of memory;
and religion and democratic public life. Miller
challenges distinctions between psyche and culture,
self and other, and uses the concepts of intimacy and
alterity as dialectical touchstones for examining the
normative dimensions of self-other relationships. A
wholly contemporary, global, and interdisciplinary
work, Friends and Other Strangers illuminates aspects
of moral life ethicists have otherwise overlooked.

A Passion for Friends
Various emerging technologies, from social robotics to
social media, appeal to our desire for social
interactions, while avoiding some of the risks and
costs of face-to-face human interaction. But can they
offer us real friendship? In this book, Alexis Elder
outlines a theory of friendship drawing on Aristotle
and contemporary work on social ontology, and then
uses it to evaluate the real value of social robotics
and emerging social technologies. In the first part of
the book Elder develops a robust and rigorous
ontology of friendship: what it is, how it functions,
what harms it, and how it relates to familiar ethical
and philosophical questions about character, value,
and well-being. In Part II she applies this ontology to
emerging trends in social robotics and human-robot
interaction, including robotic companions for lonely
seniors, therapeutic robots used to teach social skills
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to children on the autism spectrum, and
companionate robots currently being developed for
consumer markets. Elder articulates the moral
hazards presented by these robots, while at the same
time acknowledging their real and measurable
benefits. In the final section she shifts her focus to
connections between real people, especially those
enabled by social media. Arguing against critics who
have charged that these new communication
technologies are weakening our social connections,
Elder explores ways in which text messaging, video
chats, Facebook, and Snapchat are enabling us to
develop, sustain, and enrich our friendship in new and
meaningful ways.

Other Selves
From the author of Think, an enlightening and
entertaining exploration of narcissism and self-esteem
Everyone deplores narcissism, especially in others.
The vain are by turns annoying or absurd, offending
us whether they are blissfully oblivious or proudly
aware of their behavior. But are narcissism and vanity
really as bad as they seem? Can we avoid them even
if we try? In Mirror, Mirror, Simon Blackburn, the
author of such best-selling philosophy books as Think,
Being Good, and Lust, says that narcissism, vanity,
pride, and self-esteem are more complex than they
first appear and have innumerable good and bad
forms. Drawing on philosophy, psychology, literature,
history, and popular culture, Blackburn offers an
enlightening and entertaining exploration of self-love,
from the myth of Narcissus and the Christian story of
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the Fall to today's self-esteem industry. A sparkling
mixture of learning, humor, and style, Mirror, Mirror
examines what great thinkers have said about selflove—from Aristotle, Cicero, and Erasmus to
Rousseau, Adam Smith, Kant, and Iris Murdoch. It
considers today’s "me"-related obsessions, such as
the “selfie,” plastic surgery, and cosmetic
enhancements, and reflects on connected
phenomena such as the fatal commodification of
social life and the tragic overconfidence of George W.
Bush and Tony Blair. Ultimately, Mirror, Mirror shows
why self-regard is a necessary and healthy part of life.
But it also suggests that we have lost the ability to
distinguish—let alone strike a balance—between good
and bad forms of self-concern.

Friendship
For Hannah Arendt, friendship had political relevance
and importance. The essence of friendship, she
believed, consisted in discourse, and it is only through
discourse, she argued, that the world is rendered
humane. This book explores some of the key ideas in
Hannah Arendt's work through a study of four lifelong
friendships -- with Heinrich Blücher, Martin Heidegger,
Karl Jaspers and Mary McCarthy. The book draws on
correspondence from both sides, illuminating our
understanding of the social contexts within which
Arendt's thinking developed and was clarified. It offers
a cultural history of ideas: shedding light on two core
ideas in Arendt - of 'plurality' and 'promise', and on
how those particular ideas emerged through a
particular set of relationships, at a significant moment
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in the history of the West. This book offers an original
and accessible 'way in' to Arendt's work for students
and scholars of politics, philosophy, intellectual
history and literature.
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