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Family Lexicon
One of our most beloved writers reassess the
electrifying works of literature that have shaped her
life I sometimes think I was born reading . . . I can’t
remember the time when I didn’t have a book in my
hands, my head lost to the world around me.
Unfinished Business: Notes of a Chronic Re-reader is
Vivian Gornick’s celebration of passionate reading, of
returning again and again to the books that have
shaped her at crucial points in her life. In nine essays
that traverse literary criticism, memoir, and
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biography, one of our most celebrated critics writes
about the importance of reading—and re-reading—as
life progresses. Gornick finds herself in contradictory
characters within D. H. Lawrence’s Sons and Lovers,
assesses womanhood in Colette’s The Vagabond and
The Shackle, and considers the veracity of memory in
Marguerite Duras’s The Lover. She revisits Great War
novels by J. L. Carr and Pat Barker, uncovers the
psychological complexity of Elizabeth Bowen’s prose,
and soaks in Natalia Ginzburg, “a writer whose work
has often made me love life more.” After adopting
two cats, whose erratic behavior she finds vexing, she
discovers Doris Lessing’s Particularly Cats. Guided by
Gornick’s trademark verve and insight, Unfinished
Business is a masterful appreciation of literature’s
power to illuminate our lives from a peerless writer
and thinker who “still read[s] to feel the power of Life
with a capital L.”

A Place to Live
NPR's Favorite Books of 2019 Rachel Cusk redrew the
boundaries of fiction with the Outline Trilogy, three
“literary masterpieces” (The Washington Post) whose
narrator, Faye, perceives the world with a glinting,
unsparing intelligence while remaining opaque to the
reader. Lauded for the precision of her prose and the
quality of her insight, Cusk is a writer of uncommon
brilliance. Now, in Coventry, she gathers a selection of
her nonfiction writings that both offers new insights
on the themes at the heart of her fiction and forges a
startling critical voice on some of our most urgent
personal, social, and artistic questions. Coventry
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encompasses memoir, cultural criticism, and writing
about literature, with pieces on family life, gender,
and politics, and on D. H. Lawrence, Françoise Sagan,
and Kazuo Ishiguro. Named for an essay Cusk
published in Granta (“Every so often, for offences
actual or hypothetical, my mother and father stop
speaking to me. There’s a funny phrase for this
phenomenon in England: it’s called being sent to
Coventry”), this collection is pure Cusk and essential
reading for our age: fearless, unrepentantly erudite,
and dazzling to behold.

The Wrong Door
The Things We Used to Say
No Way is a very short novel, bare and bleak as
bones. Its ominous English title is appropriate enough
for its mood, except for the easy current slanginess of
that phrase, mouthed by so many of us now on trivial
occasions.

Voices in the Evening
The Road to the City
Valentino
A Study Guide for Natalia Ginzburg's "The
Advertisment," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
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Drama For Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all
of your research needs.

All Our Yesterdays
A number of celebrated women writers--including
Mary Gordon, Joan Didion, Erica Jong, Muriel
Rukeyser, and Anne Tyler--examine their lives and
their work, provide personal interpretations of what it
means to be a woman writer today

Four Novellas
A Study Guide for Natalia Ginzburg's
"The Advertisment"
From acclaimed poet and New Yorker writer Cynthia
Zarin comes a deeply personal meditation on two
cities, Venice and Rome—each a work of art, both a
monument to the past—and on how love and loss
shape places and spaces. Here we encounter a writer
deeply engaged with narrative in situ—a traveler
moving through beloved streets, sometimes
accompanied, sometimes solo. With her, we see,
anew, the Venice Biennale, the Lagoon, and San
Michele, the island of the dead; the Piazza di Spagna,
the Tiber, the view from the Gianicolo; the pigeons at
San Marco and the parrots in the Doria Pamphili. As a
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poet first and foremost, Zarin’s attention to the
smallest details, the loveliest gesture, brings Venice
and Rome vividly to life for the reader. The sixteenth
book in the expanding, renowned ekphrasis series,
Two Cities creates space for these two historic cities
to become characters themselves, their relationship
to the writer as real as any love affair.

Dear Michael
The city is Rome, the hub of Italian life and culture.
The house is Le Margherite, a home where the
sprawling cast of The City and the House is welcome.
At the center of this lush epistolary novel is Lucrezia,
mother of five and lover of many. Among her
lovers—and perhaps the father of one of her
children—is Giuseppe. After the sale of Le Margherite,
the characters wander aimlessly as if in search of a
lost paradise. What was once rooted, local, and
specific has become general and common, a matter
of strangers and of pointless arrivals and departures.
And at the edge of the novel are people no longer
able to form any sustained or sustaining relationships.
Here, once again, Ginzburg pulls us through a thrilling
and true exploration of the disintegration of family in
modern society. She handles a host of characters with
a deft touch and her typical impressionist hand, and
offers a story full of humanity, passion, and keen
perception.

Unfinished Business
rich story of passions, writing, rivalries, deaths, and
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war. Set in ducal Italy and post-revolutionary France,
The Manzoni Family tells a rich story of passions,
writing, rivalries, deaths, and war. It pivots on the
figure of Alessandro Manzoni, celebrated Milanese
nobleman, man of letters, and author of the
masterpiece of nineteenth-century Italian literature, I
promessi sposi (The Betrothed). But the tale begins
with the matriarchal figure of Giulia, the mother
whom the young poet found in Paris after she had
abandoned him as an infant. There is Enrichetta, the
woman he and his mother chose to be his wife, and
the many children she had by him until her death;
literary friends from the beau monde in Italy and
Paris; and Alessandro's second wife, Teresa, and her
children. Against the background of Napoleonic
occupation, the reestablishment of Austrian
hegemony, and the stirrings of the revolutionary urge
for unification and independence, Ginzburg gracefully
weaves the story of a dynasty, the Manzoni family,
that seems to grow autonomously around the life of
the writer and to incorporate all the epic tumult and
emotion of the age.

The Manzoni Family
In this collection of her finest and best-known short
essays, Natalia Ginzburg explores both the mundane
details and inescapable catastrophes of personal life
with the grace and wit that have assured her rightful
place in the pantheon of classic mid-century authors.
Whether she writes of the loss of a friend, Cesare
Pavese; or what is inexpugnable of World War II; or
the Abruzzi, where she and her first husband lived in
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forced residence under Fascist rule; or the importance
of silence in our society; or her vocation as a writer;
or even a pair of worn-out shoes, Ginzburg brings to
her reflections the wisdom of a survivor and the
spare, wry, and poetically resonant style her readers
have come to recognize. "A glowing light of modern
Italian literature . . . Ginzburg's magic is the utter
simplicity of her prose, suddenly illuminated by one
word that makes a lightning streak of a plain phrase. .
. . As direct and clean as if it were carved in stone, it
yet speaks thoughts of the heart.' — The New York
Times Book Review

Natalia Ginzburg
Women's writing in Italy from Unification to the
present day, examining the lives and works of women
writers within the context of Italian history, culture
and politics. The changing face of Italian social and
political life since Unification has greatly affected the
position of women in Italy. This work explores the
relation between the changing role of women over
this period, then struggle for social and political
emancipation and equality, and the search by women
writers to a personal and authentic literary voice.

Maternal Desire
The Complete Short Stories of Natalia
Ginzburg
Arguably one of Italy’s greatest contemporary writers,
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Natalia Ginzburg has been best known in America as
a writer’s writer, quiet beloved of her fellow
wordsmiths. This collection of personal essays chosen
by the eminent American writer Lynne Sharon
Schwartz from four of Ginzburg’s books written over
the course of Ginzburg’s lifetime was a many-years
long project for Schwartz. These essays are deeply
felt, but also disarmingly accessible. Full of self-doubt
and searing insight, Ginzburg is merciless in her
attempts to describe herself and her world—and yet
paradoxically, her self-deprecating remarks reveal her
deeper confidence in her own eye and writing ability,
as well as the weight and nuance of her exploration of
the conflict between humane values and bureaucratic
rigidity.

28 Artists & 2 Saints
She argues that Ginzburg adopted a distinct aesthetic
by allowing her family stories to be narrated through
a female narrating "I." This volume focuses on the
broad theme of the maternal by tracing the
development of the voices of Ginzburg's narrating
daughters, mothers, and sisters. Their texts read as
auto/biographies; that is, they are narratives about
both the self and the other."--BOOK JACKET.

Two Novellas
One of Ginzburg's finest novels, 'Voices in the
Evening'('Le Voci della sera') was first published in its
original Italian in 1961.
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Two Cities
The third in the very popular Very Christmas series,
this volume brings together the best Italian Christmas
stories of all time in an elegant and vibrant collection
featuring classic tales and contemporary works. With
writing that dates from the Renaissance to the
present day, from Boccaccio to Pirandello, as well as
Anna Maria Ortese, Natalia Ginzburg and Nobel
laureate Grazia Deledda, this choice selection delights
and intrigues. These literary gems are filled with
ancient churches, trains whistling through the
countryside, steaming tureens, plates piled high with
pasta, High Mass, dashed hopes, golden crucifixes,
flowing wine, shimmering gifts and plenty of style.
Like everything the Italians do, this is Christmas with
its very own verve and flair, the perfect literary
complement to a Buon Natale italiano.

The Judge and the Historian
Natalia Ginzburg (1916-1991) is today recognized as
one of the foremost woman writers to emerge from
twentieth-century Italy. The Complete Short Stories of
Natalia Ginzburg brings together in English translation
for the first time the eight short stories that Ginzburg
wrote between 1933 and 1965. These early works are
significant in the context of Ginzburg's wider
repertoire. The key themes and ideas occurring
therein would come to characterize much of her later
work, particularly in terms of her exploration of the
difficulties implicit in developing and sustaining
meaningful human relationships. Her short stories
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also provide intriguing insight into the development of
her trademark literary style. Including an introduction
by the translator and extensive contributions from
Alan Bullock, Emeritus Professor of Italian at the
University of Leeds, The Complete Short Stories of
Natalia Ginzburg encourages a deeper understanding
of Ginzburg's life's work and compliments those other
collections and individual works which are already
widely available in English.

Family Sayings
Two novellas about family life and fraudsters by one
of the twentieth century's best Italian novelists.
Valentino and Sagittarius are two of Natalia
Ginzburg’s most celebrated works: tales of love, hope,
and delusion that are full of her characteristic
mordant humor, keen psychological insight, and
unflinching moral realism. Valentino is the spoiled
child of doting parents, who have no doubt that their
handsome young son will prove “a man of
consequence.” Nothing that Valentino does—his
nights out on the town, his failed or incomplete
classes—suggests there is any ground for that
confidence, and Valentino’s sisters view their parents
and brother with a mixture of bitterness, stoicism, and
bemusement. Everything becomes that much more
confused when, out of the blue, Valentino finds an
enterprising, wealthy, and strikingly ugly wife, who
undertakes to support not just him but the whole
family. Sagittarius is another story of misplaced
confidence recounted by a wary daughter, whose
mother, a grass widow with time on her hands, moves
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to the suburbs, eager to find new friends. Brassy,
bossy, and perpetually dissatisfied, especially when it
comes to her children, she strikes up a friendship with
the mysterious Scilla, and soon the two women are
planning to open an art gallery. But knowing better
than everyone, it turns out, is not that different from
knowing nothing at all.

Happiness, As Such
Finally back in print, a frighteningly lucid feminist
horror story about marriage The Dry Heart begins and
ends with the matter-of-fact pronouncement, “I shot
him between the eyes.” Everything in between is a
plunge into the chilly waters of loneliness,
desperation, and bitterness—and as the tale
proceeds, the narrator’s murder of her flighty
husband takes on a certain logical inevitability. In this
powerful novella, Natalia Ginzburg’s writing is whitehot, fueled by rage, stripped of any preciousness or
sentimentality; she transforms an ordinary dull
marriage into a rich psychological thriller that might
pose the question: why don’t more wives kill their
husbands?

No Way
Bringing together the eleven plays Ginzburg wrote
between 1965 and the months before her death, this
volume directs attention to Ginzburg's unique talent
as a dramatist.

The Dry Heart
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Natalia Ginzburg, one of Italy's great writers,
introduced A Family Lexicon, her most celebrated
work, with an unusual disclaimer: “The places, events
and people are all real. I have invented nothing. Every
time that I have found myself inventing something in
accordance with my old habits as a novelist, I have
felt impelled at once to destroy everything thus
invented.”A Family Lexicon re-creates with
extraordinary objectivity the small world of a family
enduring some of the most difficult years of the
twentieth century, the period from the rise of
Mussolini through World War II (Ginzburg's first
husband, who was a member of the resistance, was
killed by the Nazis) and its immediate aftermath.
Every family has its store of phrases and sayings by
which it maintains its sense of what it means to be a
family. Such sayings and stories lie at the heart of a
great novel about family and history.

Natalia Ginzburg
This collection brings together a variety of critical
perspectives on Ginzburg's work for an Englishspeaking audience. What emerges is a nuanced and
complex portrait of Ginzburg and her work.

A Very Italian Christmas
This book explores Ginzburg’s Jewishness in her
autobiographical writings and traces the shift in her
self-representation. It brings together substantial
historical background on the period surrounding the
Racial Laws, when Natalia Ginzburg and other Italian
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Jews were forced to confront the significance of their
Jewishness. It highlights the reactions by Jews and
non-Jews to the growing anti-Semitism of the times. In
this context, moral identity is also discussed as a
facet of Primo Levi and Giorgio Bassani’s Jewish
identity.

Natalia Ginzburg
Italian Women's Writing, 1860-1994
"Ginzburg's marriage to Leone Ginzburg, who met his
death at the hands of the Nazis for his anti-fascist
activities, and her work for the Einaudi publishing
house placed her squarely in the center of Italian
political and cultural life. But whether writing about
the Turin of her childhood, the Abruzzi countryside
where her family was interned during World War II, or
contemporary Rome, Ginzburg never shied away from
the traumas of history - even if she approached them
only indirectly, through the mundane details and
catastrophes of personal life."--Jacket.

Valentino and Sagittarius
This book explores Ginzburg’s Jewishness in her
autobiographical writings and traces the shift in her
self-representation. It brings together substantial
historical background on the period surrounding the
Racial Laws, when Natalia Ginzburg and other Italian
Jews were forced to confront the significance of their
Jewishness. It highlights the reactions by Jews and
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non-Jews to the growing anti-Semitism of the times. In
this context, moral identity is also discussed as a
facet of Primo Levi and Giorgio Bassani’s Jewish
identity.

A Light for Fools
The Road to the City ; And, The Dry Heart
Here is a dazzling collection from Joan Acocella, one
of our most admired cultural critics: thirty-one essays
that consider the life and work of some of the most
influential artists of our time (and two saints: Joan of
Arc and Mary Magdalene). Acocella writes about
Primo Levi, Holocaust survivor and chemist, who
wrote the classic memoir, Survival in Auschwitz;
M.F.K. Fisher who, numb with grief over her husband’s
suicide, dictated the witty and classic How to Cook a
Wolf; and many other subjects, including Dorothy
Parker, Mikhail Baryshnikov, and Saul Bellow. TwentyEight Artists and Two Saints is indispensable reading
on the making of art—and the courage, perseverance,
and, sometimes, dumb luck that it requires.

The Complete Short Stories of Natalia
Ginzburg
Translated from the Italian by Judith Woolf. A brilliant
new translation of a classic by one of Italy's finest
writers.

Never Must You Ask Me
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The City and the House
Each of the two novellas is narrated by a young
woman who is in some way betrayed by, or the
betrayer of, romantic love.

Coventry
In The Judge and the Historian, Carlo Ginzburg draws
on his work on sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
witchcraft trials to dissect the weaknesses and
contradictions of Italy's case against Adriano Sofri,
figurehead of the Italian Left. Through an analysis of
this late-twentieth-century political show-trial,
Ginzburg demonstrates the importance of intellectual
rigour and passion against political opportunism and
dishonesty at the end of the twentieth-century.

The Little Virtues
Two novellas about domestic life, isolation, and the
passing of time by one of the finest Italian writers of
the twentieth century. Carmine, an architect, and Ida,
a translator, lived together long ago and even had a
child, but the child died, and their relationship fell
apart, and Carmine married Ninetta, and their child is
Dodo, who Carmine feels is a little dull, and these
days Carmine is still spending every evening with Ida,
but Ninetta has nothing to say about that. Family, the
first of these two novellas from the 1970s, is an
examination, at first comic, then progressively dark,
about how time passes and life goes on and people
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circle around the opportunities they had missed,
missing more as they do, until finally time is up.
Borghesia, about a widow who keeps acquiring and
losing the Siamese cats she hopes will keep her
company in her loneliness, explores similar ground,
along with the confusions of feeling and domestic life
that came with the loosening social strictures of the
1970s. “She remembered saying that there were
three things in life you should always refuse,” thinks
one of Natalia Ginzburg’s characters, beginning to
age out of youth: “Hypocrisy, resignation, and
unhappiness. But it was impossible to shield yourself
from those three things. Life was full of them and
there was no holding them back.”

The Advertisement
The Writer on Her Work: New essays in
new territory : an introduction
It's Hard to Talk about Yourself
In this acclaimed novel, Natalia Ginzburg uses
fragments of everyday experience, recorded in a
series of letters, to create a profoundly moving
picture of the lives of a small group of people in
modern Italy.

Family and Borghesia
From the introduction by Paul Lewis -Page 16/18
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