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Parabola
A Sufi Master's Message
The Reign of Quantity gives a concise but comprehensive view of the present state
of affairs in the world, as it appears from the point of view of the 'ancient wisdom',
formerly common both to the East and to the West, but now almost entirely lost
sight of. The author indicates with his fabled clarity and directness the precise
nature of the modern deviation, and devotes special attention to the development
of modern philosophy and science, and to the part played by them, with their
accompanying notions of progress and evolution, in the formation of the industrial
and democratic society which we now regard as 'normal'. Guénon sees history as a
descent from Form (or Quality) toward Matter (or Quantity); but after the Reign of
Quantity-modern materialism and the 'rise of the masses'-Guénon predicts a reign
of 'inverted quality' just before the end of the age: the triumph of the 'counterinitiation', the kingdom of Antichrist. This text is considered the magnum opus
among Guénon's texts of civilizational criticism, as is Symbols of Sacred Science
among his studies on symbols and cosmology, and Man and His Becoming
according to the Vedanta among his more purely metaphysical works.
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East and West
An insightful and substantive compilation on the subject of esotericism that will
guide you through the labryrinth of gnosticism.

Studies in Hinduism
René Guénon (1886-1951) was the founder of the Traditionalist School. Along with
Ananda K. Coomaraswamy and Frithjof Schuon, he reintroduced traditional
metaphysics and esoterism into the Western world after a lapse of centuries, and
was perhaps the first to present the doctrines of the Vedanta, Taoism, and Sufism
not as Eurocentric orientalists or occult fantasts had done, but strictly in their own
terms. To the 'mathematical' precision of Guénon's metaphysics, cosmology, and
esoteric history, Frithjof Schuon (1907-1998) added a poetic or 'musical' element,
inspired by his close relationship to the Divine Feminine. He also presented the
spiritual path as a concrete praxis, involving the spiritual virtues and 'stations of
wisdom', that was not so prominent in Guénon's writings. On the other hand,
Guénon's prophetic eschatology, especially in The Reign of Quantity and the Signs
of the Times, as well as his analysis of the 'counter-tradition', gives him a
unexpectedly contemporary 'edge' that is perhaps less prominent in Schuon's
more aesthetic approach. René Guénon and Frithjof Schuon illuminate each other,
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both through their unanimity and the specific points where they differ. Each is
almost the only means of taking the other's measure. Questions of who was
greater, who more traditional, are finally less interesting than the tremendous
vision of human reality and spiritual truth that emerges from their shared role as
renewers of traditional metaphysics and religious understanding. Schuon, as the
younger man, was in a position to compose an evaluation of his early intellectual
master, and in view of his long and illustrious career as an author after Guénon's
death, Schuon's central essay René Guénon: Some Observations is also his
profoundly appreciative as well as pointedly critical declaration of independence
(though simultaneously a declaration of collegiality) from the man who, more than
anyone else in the modern world, opened to him a fundamental view of 'principial'
reality.

Religions of the World: A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of
Beliefs and Practices, 2nd Edition [6 volumes]
A study of various aspects of the traditional metaphysical doctrines of the Hindu
Tradition, along with extensive book and article reviews

Beshara and Ibn 'Arabi
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Symbols of Sacred Science
Studies in Freemasonry and the Compagnonnage
Voices of Islam: Voices of art, beauty, and science
An introduction to four Western figures influenced by Sufism who wrote about an
"inner," esoteric Islam.

Journal of the Research Society of Pakistan
The Symbolism of the Cross is a major doctrinal study of the central symbol of
Christianity from the standpoint of the universal metaphysical tradition, the
'perennial philosophy' as it is called in the West. As Guernon points out, the cross is
one of the most universal of all symbols and is far from belonging to Christianity
alone. Indeed, Christians have sometimes tended to lose sight of its symbolism of
its symbolical significance and to regard it as no more than the sign of a historical
event. By restoring to the full spiritual value as a symbol, but without in any way
detracting from its historical importance for Christianity, Guenon has performed a
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task of inestimable importance which perhaps only he, with his unrivaled
knowledge of the symbolic languages of both East and West, was qualified to
perform.

The Simple Life of Rene Guenon
Frithjof Schuon (1907-1998), the author of more than 25 books on religion and
spirituality, is the foremost representative of the "Perennialist" or "Traditionalist"
school of comparative religious thought. This new edition of Logic and
Transcendence, his most important philosophical work, is a fully revised translation
from the French original and contains:

The Essential Ren‚ Gu‚non
Pathways to an Inner Islam
René Guénon (1886-1951) is undoubtedly one of the luminaries of the twentieth
century, whose critique of the modern world has stood fast against the shifting
sands of recent philosophies. His oeuvre of 26 volumes is providential for the
modern seeker: pointing ceaselessly to the perennial wisdom found in past
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cultures ranging from the Shamanistic to the Indian and Chinese, the Hellenic and
Judaic, the Christian and Islamic, and including also Alchemy, Hermeticism, and
other esoteric currents, at the same time it directs the reader to the deepest level
of religious praxis, emphasizing the need for affiliation with a revealed tradition
even while acknowledging the final identity of all spiritual paths as they approach
the summit of spiritual realization. The present volume, first published in 1958 by
Guénon's friend and collaborator Paul Chacornac, whose bookstore, journal (first
called Le Voile d'Isis, later changed to Études Traditionnelles), and publishing
venture-Éditions Traditionnelles-were so instrumental in furthering Guénon's work,
was the first full-length biography of this extraordinary man to appear, and has
served as the foundation for the many later biographies that have appeared in
French, as well as the lone biography in English, René Guénon and the Future of
the West, by Robin Waterfield. Its translation and publication in conjunction with
The Collected Works of René Guénon represents an important step in the effort to
bring Guénon's oeuvre before a wider public.

René Guénon and the Future of the West
This masterful six-volume encyclopedia provides comprehensive, global coverage
of religion, emphasizing larger religious communities without neglecting the
world's smaller religious outposts. • Coverage of the religions of more than 240
countries, including all of the larger religious communities, denominations, and
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sects • Detailed statistical information on the major religious communities in each
country • 100+ entries on famous and important religious sites and places of
pilgrimage • Biographies of the 100 most influential religious leaders in history •
More than 150 photographs, plus maps and illustrations for each nation • A
bibliography for each entry

Insights Into Islamic Esoterism and Taoism
The classical Triad of the Chinese tradition is Heaven-Man-Earth. René Guénon
places this ternary in the context of universal metaphysics by identifying Heaven
with Essence and Earth with Substance, the mediator between them being Man,
whose cosmic function is to embody spirit (Heaven) while simultaneously
spiritualizing matter (Earth). Exploring Chinese cosmology further, Guénon sheds
light on such archetypal polarities as Heaven and Earth, Yin and Yang, Solve et
Coagula, Celestial and Terrestrial Numbers, the Square and the Compass, the
Double Spiral, and the Being and the Environment, while pointing to their synthetic
unity in terms of ternaries, such as the Three Worlds, Triple Time, Spiritus, Anima,
and Corpus, Sulfur, Mercury and Salt, and God, Man, and Nature. Perhaps more
completely than in any other work, Guénon demonstrates in The Great Triad how
any integral tradition is both a mirror reflecting universal themes found in all other
intact traditions and an entire conceptual cosmos unto itself, unique and
incomparable.
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The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences
René Guénon (1886-1951) was one of the great luminaries of the twentieth
century, whose critique of the modern world has stood fast against the shifting
sands of intellectual fashion. His extensive writings, now finally available in English,
are a providential treasure-trove for the modern seeker: while pointing ceaselessly
to the perennial wisdom found in past cultures ranging from the Shamanistic to the
Indian and Chinese, the Hellenic and Judaic, the Christian and Islamic, and
including also Alchemy, Hermeticism, and other esoteric currents, they direct the
reader also to the deepest level of religious praxis, emphasizing the need for
affiliation with a revealed tradition even while acknowledging the final identity of
all spiritual paths as they approach the summit of spiritual realization. Studies in
Freemasonry and the Compagnonnage is both an attempt to rediscover the lost
roots of Masonry and a fascinating look into the many controversies swirling
around the subject of Masonry in serious intellectual circles during the first half of
the twentieth century. It must also be classed, along with Symbols of Sacred
Science, Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power, Traditional Forms and Cosmic
Cycles, The Esoterism of Dante, Insights into Christian Esoterism and Insights into
Islamic Esoterism and Taoism-not to mention related sections in many of his other
books-as one of René Guénon's masterful excursions into esoteric myth,
symbolism, and secret history. Freemasonry may indeed be, as Guénon ultimately
concluded, a largely degenerated and thus no longer strictly 'operative' offshoot of
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a true initiatory lineage; yet its symbolism, like that of the original Rosicrucians,
remains profound, traditional, and therefore ultimately legitimate. And given that
the 'Spirit bloweth where it listeth', it is always possible that symbolism of this
order may awaken in a receptive soul intimations of the Truth and the Way, which
can be of inestimable of value in 'the path to the Path', the quest for a living
initiatory spirituality.

The Symbolism of the Cross
One of René Guénon's lifelong quests was to discover, or revive, the esoteric,
initiatory dimension of the Christian tradition. In the present volume, along with its
companion volume The Esoterism of Dante, Guénon undertakes to establish that
the three parts of The Divine Comedy represent the stages of initiatic realization,
exploring the parallels between the symbolism of the Commedia and that of
Freemasonry, Rosicrucianism, and Christian Hermeticism, and illustrating Dante's
knowledge of traditional sciences unknown to the moderns: the sciences of
numbers, of cosmic cycles, and of sacred astrology. In these works Guénon also
touches on the all-important question of medieval esoterism and discusses the role
of sacred languages and the principle of initiation in the Christian tradition, as well
as such esoteric Christian themes and organizations as the Holy Grail, the
Guardians of the Holy Land, the Sacred Heart, the Fedeli d'Amore and the 'Courts
of Love', and the Secret Language of Dante. One chapter in the present volume,
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'Christianity and Initiation', is of special interest with regard to the history of the
Traditionalist School. When first published as an article, it gave rise to some
controversy because Guénon here reaffirmed his denial of the efficacy of the
Christian sacraments as rites of initiation, a point of divergence between the
teachings of Guénon and those of other key perennialist thinkers. Both The
Esoterism of Dante and Insights into Christian Esoterism will be of inestimable
value to all who are struggling to come to terms with the fullness of the Christian
tradition.

The Esoterism of Dante
The Symbolism of the Cross is a major doctrinal study of the central symbol of
Christianity from the standpoint of the universal metaphysical tradition, the
'perennial philosophy' as it is called in the West. As Guernon points out, the cross is
one of the most universal of all symbols and is far from belonging to Christianity
alone. Indeed, Christians have sometimes tended to lose sight of its symbolism of
its symbolical significance and to regard it as no more than the sign of a historical
event. By restoring to the full spiritual value as a symbol, but without in any way
detracting from its historical importance for Christianity, Guenon has performed a
task of inestimable importance which perhaps only he, with his unrivaled
knowledge of the symbolic languages of both East and West, was qualified to
perform.
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Modern Esoteric Spirituality
Initiation and Spiritual Realization is the closest thing to a work on 'spiritual
direction' René Guénon ever wrote, touching as it does upon such vital topics as
the transmission of initiatic grace, the various types and functions of the spiritual
master, obstacles the aspirant is likely to encounter, different modes of
contemplation, and the degrees of spiritual realization. A companion volume to
Perspectives on Initiation, where Guénon had defined the nature of initiation and of
the organizations qualified to transmit it, Initiation and Spiritual Realization was the
first thematic collection of Guénon's articles to appear after his death. And one
doctrine expressed in this book stands out as particularly timely: that esoterism is
not and cannot be a religion in itself, since to take it as such is to reduce it to an
'alternative' exoterism, and a heterodox one at that. Initiatic esoterism can only be
legitimately and effectively practiced within the context of one of the established,
revealed religions.

The Reign of Quantity and the Signs of the Times
This book covers the developing and important issue of the role and place of Islam
in the increasingly complex dynamics of Russian politics. It is achieved by
examining various aspects of Islam and Muslims in Russia from a multidisciplinary
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perspective. Islam and Muslims are currently at the forefront of popular culture,
mass media and political imaginations in the age of the ‘Global War on Terrorism’.
Frequently, these are for the ‘wrong’ reasons as they are not well understood, but
rather stereotypically misrepresented, often for various political reasons. Russia is
also highly stereotyped; the diverse and mysterious country is often
misunderstood in terms of the communicated cultural, social and political images.
This book is an attempt to expose and analyse the wealth in diversity of Islam and
Muslims in Russia, a country where different religions have occupied the same
political spaces, for better and worse, for many centuries. The content of this book
is focused upon the contemporary social, political, cultural and identity contexts of
Russia in terms of the interrelated dynamics and forces that are shaping the
relations and place of Islam and Muslims in Russia today. The chapters in this book
were originally published in the journal Religion, State & Society.

The Great Triad
In East and West Guénon diagnoses the fundamental 'abnormality' of Western
civilization vis-à-vis the traditional civilizations of the East, suggests avenues by
which the West might be 're-oriented' toward the fundamental metaphysical
principles it has largely abandoned, and outlines the possible role of a restoration
of true intellectuality in this task. Of course, East and West are no longer what they
were in Guenon's time. The aggressive rationalism and materialism of postPage 13/28
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Christian Western culture has become a worldwide phenomenon, and no longer
corrodes the philosophical and cultural underpinnings of the West only: it has
infiltrated distorted forms of Eastern spirituality and metaphysics, incited
fundamentalist reactions the world over, and, thanks to the pervasive internet,
wields previously unheard of influence. And so today we have an East largely
inflamed with a desire to surpass the West in materialism, and a West sodden with
moral and spiritual degeneracy. Nonetheless, fruitful exchanges between
traditional Christianity and Eastern religions have also taken place on an
unprecedented scale, though marred by an ongoing temptation to ill-informed
syncretism. In such a milieu, Guénon's East and West, read with an eye to events
of recent decades, delivers a stunning intellectual punch. But the East is always
the East: the place where the sun rises, the point of recollection and return to the
Source. And the West is always the West: the place of the full manifestation of
possibilities (including the most degenerate), of the tendency to dissipation and
dissolution; the point where the sun sets. In postmodern, global culture, we are all
more or less forced to be 'Westerners' outwardly; our only recourse under these
circumstances may be to become 'Easterners' within.

Reni Guinon
In Symbols of Sacred Science, Guénon, a master of precise, even 'mathematical'
metaphysical exposition, reveals himself as a consummate exegete of myth and
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symbolism as well, superior in many ways to Mircea Eliade, and comparable
perhaps only to his respected friend Ananda K. Coomaraswamy. This extraordinary
text unveils the cosmological meanings of root symbols organized under such
general headings as: The Center of the World, Cyclic Manifestation, Symboic
Weapons, Axial Symbolism and the Symbolsim of Passage, The Symbolism of
Building, and The Symbolism of the Heart. Far more than a simple catalogue of
myths and symbols from many traditions, Symbols of the Sacred Science lays the
foundation for a universal esoteric symbology. In this work, Guénon demonstrates
the fundamental unity-across all cultures and ages-of the images with which the
Absolute clothes itself in its cosmic self-revelation.

The Image of Islam in Russia
A prolific writer and author of over 24 books, Rene Guenon was the founder of the
Perennialist/Traditionalist school of comparative religious thought. Known for his
discourses on the intellectual and spiritual bankruptcy of the modern world,
symbolism, tradition, and the inner or spiritual dimension of religion, this book is a
compilation of his most important writings. A key component of his thought was
the assertion that universal truths manifest themselves in various forms in the
world's religions and his writings on Hinduism, Taoism, and Sufism are particularly
illuminating in this regard.
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Logic and Transcendence
Introduction to the Study of the Hindu Doctrines
René Guénon (1886-1951) is undoubtedly one of the luminaries of the twentieth
century, whose critique of the modern world has stood fast against the shifting
sands of recent philosophies. His oeuvre of 26 volumes is providential for the
modern seeker: pointing ceaselessly to the perennial wisdom found in past
cultures ranging from the Shamanistic to the Indian and Chinese, the Hellenic and
Judaic, the Christian and Islamic, and including also Alchemy, Hermeticism, and
other esoteric currents, at the same time it directs the reader to the deepest level
of religious praxis, emphasizing the need for affiliation with a revealed tradition
even while acknowledging the final identity of all spiritual paths as they approach
the summit of spiritual realization. Miscellanea gathers together for Anglophone
readers various articles by René Guénon and by 'Palingenius', his pseudonym
during the time of La Gnose, a journal he founded in 1909. These articles have
been divided into three categories: 'Metaphysics and Cosmology', 'Traditional Arts
and Sciences', and 'Some Modern Errors'. A sampling of chapters: 'Monotheism and
Angelology'; 'Spirit and Intellect'; 'Silence and Solitude'; 'The Empiricism of the
Ancients'; 'Gnosis and the Spiritist Schools'; 'The Origins of Mormonism', 'On the
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Production of Numbers', 'On Mathematical Notation'; 'Initiation and the Crafts'; and
'The Arts & their Traditional Conception'. In the latter two chapters the author
explains why initiation became necessary in the measure that humanity receded
from the 'primordial state', explaining the reasons for the degeneration of the arts
and crafts due to the 'fall' or descending trajectory of the present cycle. He
nonetheless points out the possibility of an initiation into the 'lesser mysteries'
based upon the craft of building which still exists validly in the West.

Shahid Sajjad's Sculpture
A great many theorists have argued that the defining feature of modernity is that
people no longer believe in spirits, myths, or magic. Jason Ā. Josephson-Storm
argues that as broad cultural history goes, this narrative is wrong, as attempts to
suppress magic have failed more often than they have succeeded. Even the
human sciences have been more enchanted than is commonly supposed. But that
raises the question: How did a magical, spiritualist, mesmerized Europe ever
convince itself that it was disenchanted? Josephson-Storm traces the history of the
myth of disenchantment in the births of philosophy, anthropology, sociology,
folklore, psychoanalysis, and religious studies. Ironically, the myth of mythless
modernity formed at the very time that Britain, France, and Germany were in the
midst of occult and spiritualist revivals. Indeed, Josephson-Storm argues, these
disciplines’ founding figures were not only aware of, but profoundly enmeshed in,
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the occult milieu; and it was specifically in response to this burgeoning culture of
spirits and magic that they produced notions of a disenchanted world. By providing
a novel history of the human sciences and their connection to esotericism, The
Myth of Disenchantment dispatches with most widely held accounts of modernity
and its break from the premodern past.

The Symbolism of the Cross
Saudi Aramco World
Investigating sufi-inspired spirituality in the modern world, this multi-faceted and
interdisciplinary volume focuses on Beshara, a spiritual movement that applies the
teachings of Ibn 'Arabi in a non-Muslim context. It traces the movements
emergence in sixties Britain and analyses its major teachings and practices,
exploring through this case-study the interface between Sufism and the New Age,
and the encounter between Islam and the West. Examining from a global
perspective the impact of cultural transformations associated with modernisation
and globalisation on religion, this timely volume concludes by tracing possible
futures of Sufi spirituality both in the West and in the Muslim world.
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The Legacy of Islam
The first history of Traditionalism, an important yet surprisingly little-known
twentieth-century anti-modern movement. Comprising a number of often secret
but sometimes very influential religious groups in the West and in the Islamic
world, it affected mainstream and radical politics in Europe and the development of
the field of religious studies in the United States. In the nineteenth century, at a
time when progressive intellectuals had lost faith in Christianity's ability to deliver
religious and spiritual truth, the West discovered non-Western religious writings.
From these beginnings grew Traditionalism, emerging from the occultist milieu of
late nineteenth-century France, and fed by the widespread loss of faith in progress
that followed the First World War. Working first in Paris and then in Cairo, the
French writer Ren? Gu?non rejected modernity as a dark age, and sought to
reconstruct the Perennial Philosophy-- the central religious truths behind all the
major world religions --largely on the basis of his reading of Hindu religious texts. A
number of disenchanted intellectuals responded to Gu?non's call with attempts to
put theory into practice. Some attempted without success to guide Fascism and
Nazism along Traditionalist lines; others later participated in political terror in Italy.
Traditionalism finally provided the ideological cement for the alliance of antidemocratic forces in post-Soviet Russia, and at the end of the twentieth century
began to enter the debate in the Islamic world about the desirable relationship
between Islam and modernity
Page 19/28

Bookmark File PDF Images Of Islam Rene Guenon Frithjof Schuon Ananda
Against the Modern World
René Guénon (1886-1951) is undoubtedly one of the luminaries of the twentieth
century, whose critique of the modern world has stood fast against the shifting
sands of recent philosophies. His oeuvre of 26 volumes is providential for the
modern seeker: pointing ceaselessly to the perennial wisdom found in past
cultures ranging from the Shamanistic to the Indian and Chinese, the Hellenic and
Judaic, the Christian and Islamic, and including also Alchemy, Hermeticism, and
other esoteric currents, at the same time it directs the reader to the deepest level
of religious praxis, emphasizing the need for affiliation with a revealed tradition
even while acknowledging the final identity of all spiritual paths as they approach
the summit of spiritual realization. In The Esoterism of Dante, Guénon undertakes
to establish that the three parts of The Divine Comedy represent a recital of the
process of initiatic realization, and testify to Dante's knowledge of traditional
sciences that are unknown to the moderns: the science of numbers, that of cosmic
cycles, and sacred astrology. In this work Guénon also touches on the all important
question of medieval esoterism. In his work Insights into Christian Esoterism,
Guénon discusses the role of sacred languages and the principle of initiation in the
Christian tradition as well as such esoteric Christian themes and organizations as
the Holy Grail, the Guardians of the Holy Land, the Sacred Heart, the Fedeli
d'Amore and the 'Courts of Love', and the Secret Language of Dante. The present
book focuses more closely on the latter, drawing parallels with Hermetic,
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Rosicrucian, and Masonic symbolism. The Collected Works of René Guénon brings
together the writings of one of the greatest prophets of our time, whose voice is
even more important today than when he was alive. Huston Smith, author of The
World's Religions, etc.

The Myth of Disenchantment
Provides a wide depiction of Islamic doctrines, practices, and worldviews. Some 50
articles by scholars that are also practicing Muslims representing a diverse range
of places, traditions, cultures, and beliefs are presented in volumes that
individually address the grand traditions and beliefs of the religion; the spiritual
experience of Islam; everyday experiences of family, home, and society; Islamic
cultures' art, aesthetics, and science; and Muslim progressives, modernists, and
other reformers.

Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power
Insights Into Christian Esoterism
This Extensive Volume Has 9 Chapters. Religions, Art And Culture, The Book,
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Calligraphy, Painting, Architecture, Gardens. A Matter Of State, The Arts Of Good
Living-Symbolism, Music. In Appendices, Bibliogrpahy, Index. Many Colour
Illustrations.

Islamic Studies
The Multiple States of the Being is the companion to, and the completion of, The
Symbolism of the Cross, which, together with Man and His Becoming according to
the Vedanta, constitute Ren Gunon's great trilogy of pure metaphysics. In this
work, Gunon offers a masterful explication of the metaphysical order and its
multiple manifestations-of the divine hierarchies and what has been called the
Great Chain of Being-and in so doing demonstrates how jana, intellective or
intrinsic knowledge of what is, and of That which is Beyond what is, is a Way of
Liberation. Gunon the metaphysical social critic, master of arcane symbolism,
comparative religionist, researcher of ancient mysteries and secret histories,
summoner to spiritual renewal, herald of the end days, disappears here. Reality
remains.

Biblical Stories in Islamic Painting
René Guénon (1886-1951) is undoubtedly one of the luminaries of the twentieth
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century, whose critique of the modern world has stood fast against the shifting
sands of recent philosophies. His oeuvre of 26 volumes is providential for the
modern seeker: pointing ceaselessly to the perennial wisdom found in past
cultures ranging from the Shamanistic to the Indian and Chinese, the Hellenic and
Judaic, the Christian and Islamic, and including also Alchemy, Hermeticism, and
other esoteric currents, at the same time it directs the reader to the deepest level
of religious praxis, emphasizing the need for affiliation with a revealed tradition
even while acknowledging the final identity of all spiritual paths as they approach
the summit of spiritual realization. This small volume brings together a number of
Guénon's early articles relating to Sufism (tasawwuf), or Islamic esoterism. The
later article 'Islamic Esoterism' has also been included, since it so well articulates
the particularities of initiation in Islam by defining the fundamental elements of
tasawwuf: shari'ah, tariqah, haqiqah. The first constitutes the necessary
fundamental exoteric basis; the second, the Way and its means; the third, the goal
or final result. In the other chapters, Guénon expresses with his usual synthetic
clarity what tawhid and faqr are, and gives examples of traditional sciences,
relating angelology to the Arabic alphabet, and chirology to the science of letters
('ilm al-huruf). A number of book and article reviews give interesting insights into
traditional orthodoxy. The Collected Works of René Guénon brings together the
writings of one of the greatest prophets of our time, whose voice is even more
important today than when he was alive. Huston Smith, author of The World's
Religions, etc.
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The Multiple States of the Being
Human image in the mirror of Sufism
At this critical moment in Islamic history, we would like to re-present reflections
arising from the intellectual force of the doctrinal insight and metaphysical
clarification of Rene Guenon. Through the collected writings of Shaykh Pallavicini,
the president and founder of COREIS (Communita Religiosa Islamica, the Italian
Islamic Religious Community), we hope to spread the wisdom underlying Islamic
orthodoxy to a wider audience. Shaykh 'Abd al-Wahid Pallavicini's spiritual practice
and metaphysical orientation gave him the resolve to return to Italy and bring
home the blessings he received in the East. Upon his initial return, Italy in the
seventies and eighties was a stranger to Islam; the country had yet to experience
its current level of Muslim immigration. After having been totally unknown for
many years, the shaykh's orientation has become well received in Italy. During
those decades, Shaykh 'Abd al-Wahid Pallavicini would meet with the ambassadors
of Islamic countries for Friday prayers (jumu'ah). Oftentimes they were unable to
gather even the minimum number of seven men needed to perform the ritual
properly. As he worked to serve the first generation of Italian Muslims, the Shaykh
contributed to the establishment of the Islamic Cultural Centre of Italy that now
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manages the Great Mosque of Rome.

Miscellanea
Spiritual Authority and Temporal Power is an analysis of cyclical manifestation, and
more specifically of the relationship between royal and sacerdotal power. In accord
with the Hindu doctrine of manvantaras and Plato's depiction of historical
degeneration in the Republic, Guénon views history here as a series of 'revolts' of
lower castes against the higher. The kshatriyas (warriors) revolt against the
brahmins (priests), thus setting the stage for a revolt of the vaishyas (loosely, the
bourgeoisie), as in the French revolution-and, finally, the shudras (the proletariat),
as in the Russian revolution (which Guénon does not touch upon in this work).
From one point of view, this is a progressive degeneration; from another it is
entirely lawful, given the 'entropic' nature of manifestation itself. External,
historical descent reflects an inner degeneration: knowledge (the celestial
paradise) is eclipsed by heroic action (the terrestrial paradise), which is in turn
overrun by the inertia and agitation of the passions. Yet the nadir of degeneration
is also the point of renewal: the dawning of the Heavenly Jerusalem-spiritual
Knowledge-which begins a new cycle of manifestation.

Initiation and Spiritual Realization
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René Guénon's Introduction to the Study of Hindu Doctrines can serve as an
introduction to all his later works-especially those which, like Man and His
Becoming according to the Vedanta, The Symbolism of the Cross, The Multiple
States of the Being, and Studies in Hinduism, expound the more profound aspects
of metaphysical doctrines in greater detail. In Part I Guenon clears away certain
ingrained prejudices inherited from the 'Renaissance', with its adulation of the
Greco-Roman culture and its compensating depreciation-both deliberate and
instinctive-of other civilizations. In Part II he establishes the fundamental
distinctions between various modes of thought and brings out the real nature of
metaphysical or universal knowledge-an understanding of which is the first
condition for the personal realization of that 'Knowledge' which partakes of the
Absolute. Words like 'religion', 'philosophy', 'symbolism', 'mysticism', and
'superstition', are here given a precise meaning. Part III presents a more detailed
examination of the Hindu doctrine and its applications at different levels, leading
up to the Vedanta, which constitutes its metaphysical essence. Lastly, Part IV
resumes the task of clearing away current misconceptions, but is this time
concerned not with the West itself, but with distortions of the Hindu doctrines that
have arisen as a result of attempts to read into them, or to graft onto them,
modern Western conceptions. The concluding chapter lays down the essential
conditions for any genuine understanding between East and West, which can only
come through the work of those who have attained, at least in some degree, to the
realization of 'wisdom uncreate'-that intellective, suprarational knowledge called in
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the East jñana, and in the West gnosis.

The Meaning of Islamic Art
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