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Madame Bovary
A powerful nineteenth-century French classic depicting the moral degeneration of a
weak-willed woman

England and Other Stories
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From the Booker Prize–winning author of Last Orders and Wish You Were Here, his
first new book of short fiction in nearly thirty years: beautifully crafted, piercingly
observant stories that unite into a richly peopled vision of a country that is both a
crucible of history and a maze of contemporary confusions. Meet Dr. Shah who has
never been to India, and Mrs. Kaminski, on her way to Poland; meet Holly and
Polly, who have come to their own Anglo-Irish understanding, and Charlie and Don,
who have seen the docks turn into Docklands; Daisy Baker, who is terrified of
Yorkshire; and Johnny Dewhurst, stranded on Exmoor. Graham Swift steers us
effortlessly from the seventeenth century to the present day, from world-shaking
events to the secret dramas lived out in rooms, workplaces, homes. With these
open-eyed, eloquent and often comic stories, Swift charts a human geography that
moves us profoundly. From the Hardcover edition.

An Interpretation of Julian Barnes Novel "England, England"
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize for Fiction As every schoolboy knows, you can
fit the whole of England on the Isle of Wight. Grotesque, visionary tycoon Sir Jack
Pitman takes the saying literally and does exactly that. He constructs on the island
'The Project', a vast heritage centre containing everything 'English', from Big Ben
to Stonehenge, from Manchester United to the white cliffs of Dover. The project is
monstrous, risky, and vastly successful. In fact, it gradually begins to rival 'Old'
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England and even threatens to supersede it One of Barnes's finest and funniest
novels, England, Englandcalls into question the idea of replicas, truth vs fiction,
reality vs art, nationhood, myth-making, and self-exploration. 'A brilliant, Swiftian
fantasy'The Economist

England, England
Meeting a dying Pablo Neruda at a party in 1970s Chile, Cayetano Brulâe is
recruited to help Neruda solve a last great mystery in the poet's life, prompting a
whirlwind expedition across the world before Brulâe encounters Neruda's hidden
agenda.

Staring At The Sun
At the start of this fiendishly comic and suspenseful novel, a mild-mannered
English academic chuckles as he watches his wife commit adultery. The action
takes place before she met him. But lines between film and reality, past and
present become terrifyingly blurred in this sad and funny tour de force from the
author of Flaubert's Parrot.

Flaubert's Parrot
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Anyone who loves France (or just feels strongly about it), or has succumbed to the
spell of Julian Barnes's previous books, will be enraptured by this collection of
essays on the country and its culture. Barnes's appreciation extends from France's
vanishing peasantry to its hyper-literate pop singers, from the gleeful iconoclasm
of nouvelle vague cinema to the orgy of drugs and suffering that is the Tour de
France. Above all, Barnes is an unparalleled connoisseur of French writing and
writers. Here are the prolific and priapic Simenon, Baudelaire, Sand and Sartre, and
several dazzling excursions on the prickly genius of Flaubert. Lively yet
discriminating in its enthusiasm, seemingly infinite in its range of reference, and
written in prose as stylish as haute couture, Something to Declare is an
unadulterated joy. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Julian Barnes Booker Prize Finalist Collection, 3-Book
Bundle
England, England
Booker Prize Finalist "Wickedly funny." --The New York Times Imagine an England
where all the pubs are quaint, where the Windsors behave themselves (mostly),
where the cliffs of Dover are actually white, and where Robin Hood and his merry
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men really are merry. This is precisely what visionary tycoon, Sir Jack Pitman,
seeks to accomplish on the Isle of Wight, a "destination" where tourists can find
replicas of Big Ben (half size), Princess Di's grave, and even Harrod's (conveniently
located inside the tower of London). Martha Cochrane, hired as one of Sir Jack's
resident "no-people," ably assists him in realizing his dream. But when this land of
make-believe gradually gets horribly and hilariously out of hand, Martha develops
her own vision of the perfect England. Julian Barnes delights us with a novel that is
at once a philosophical inquiry, a burst of mischief, and a moving elegy about
authenticity and nationality.

Love, Etc
A story about the lives wasted by the violence of the First World War.

Tudor
One of the Best Books of the Year: San Francisco Chronicle, Financial Times Most of
us have only one story to tell . . . only one that matters, only one finally worth
telling. This is mine. One summer in the sixties, in a staid suburb south of London,
nineteen-year-old Paul comes home from university and is urged by his mother to
join the tennis club. There he’s partnered with Susan Macleod, a fine player who’s
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forty-eight, confident, witty, and married, with two nearly adult daughters. She is a
warm companion, her bond with Paul immediate. And soon, inevitably, they are
lovers. Basking in the glow of one another, they set up house together in London.
Decades later, Paul looks back at how they fell in love and how—gradually,
relentlessly—everything fell apart. As he turns over his only story in his mind,
examining it from different vantage points, he finds himself confronted with the
contradictions and slips of his own memory—and the ways in which our narratives
and our lives shape one another. Poignant, vivid and profound, The Only Story is a
searing novel of memory, devotion, and how first love fixes a life forever.

A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters
Combining the intellectual audacity of A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters
with the francophilia of the acclaimed Flaubert's Parrot, Julian Barnes explores the
English experience of France over the centuries with dazzling wit and
sophistication. This is Barnes's first collection of stories. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Cross Channel
From New York Times bestselling author Julia Quinn comes the first novel in the
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beloved Regency-set world of her charming, powerful Bridgerton family, now a
series created by Shonda Rhimes for Netflix. In the ballrooms and drawing rooms
of Regency London, rules abound. From their earliest days, children of aristocrats
learn how to address an earl and curtsey before a prince—while other dictates of
the ton are unspoken yet universally understood. A proper duke should be
imperious and aloof. A young, marriageable lady should be amiable…but not too
amiable. Daphne Bridgerton has always failed at the latter. The fourth of eight
siblings in her close-knit family, she has formed friendships with the most eligible
young men in London. Everyone likes Daphne for her kindness and wit. But no one
truly desires her. She is simply too deuced honest for that, too unwilling to play the
romantic games that captivate gentlemen. Amiability is not a characteristic shared
by Simon Basset, Duke of Hastings. Recently returned to England from abroad, he
intends to shun both marriage and society—just as his callous father shunned
Simon throughout his painful childhood. Yet an encounter with his best friend’s
sister offers another option. If Daphne agrees to a fake courtship, Simon can deter
the mamas who parade their daughters before him. Daphne, meanwhile, will see
her prospects and her reputation soar. The plan works like a charm—at first. But
amid the glittering, gossipy, cut-throat world of London’s elite, there is only one
certainty: love ignores every rule This novel includes the 2nd epilogue, a peek at
the story after the story.

Through the Window
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As every schoolboy knows, you can fit the whole of England on the Isle of Wight. In
Julian Barnes's new novel, the grotesque, visionary tycoon Sir Jack Pitman takes
the saying literally and does exactly that. He constructs on the island 'The Project',
a vast heritage centre containing everything 'English', from Buck House to
Stonehenge, from Manchester United to the White Cliffs of Dover. The project is
monstrous, risky and vastly successful. Indeed it gradually begins to rival 'Old'
England and threatens to supersede it. 'Both ambitious and serious -- real if you
like. Dive at those dump-bins.' Andrew Marr, Observer 'A brilliant, Swiftian fantasy.'
Economist 'There is no more intelligent writer on the literary scene. In this novel he
is also moving. He has written nothing more poignant and enticing.' John Carey,
Sunday Times 'The novel has memorable characters and sentences, but its main
impact will be through its penetrating ideas.' John Lanchester, Daily Telegraph

The Remains of the Day
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one
fateful day in 1969, from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to
the works of Faulkner and Dickens, Arundhati Roy’s modern classic is equal parts
powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political drama. The sevenyear-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken irrevocably by the arrival of
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their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an illicit liaison
and tragedies accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid” in
a country drifting dangerously toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God
of Small Things is an award-winning landmark that started for its author an
esteemed career of fiction and political commentary that continues unabated.

The Sense of an Ending
With the same brilliant style and idiosyncratic intelligence that have marked all his
novels--and with a bold grasp of intricate political realities--Julian Barnes's ironic
glance turns home. Letters from London takes in everything from Lloyd's of
London's demise to Maggie's majesty to Salman Rushie's death sentence.
Formidably articulate and outrageously funny, Letters from London is international
voyeurism at its best--a peek into the British mindset from the vantage point of
one of the most erudite and witty British minds. From the Trade Paperback edition.

'Englishness' as a Problem in Julian Barnes' "England, England"
and Andrea Levy's "Small Island"
Julian Barnes is a comprehensive introductory overview of the novels that situates
his work in terms of fabulation and memory, irony and comedy. It pursues a
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broadly chronological line through Barnes's literary career, but along the way it
also shows how certain key thematic preoccupations and obsessions seem to tie
Barnes's oeuvre together (love, death, art, history, truth, and memory). Chapters
provide detailed readings of each major publication in turn while treating the major
concerns of Barnes’s fiction, including art, authorship, history, love and religion.
The book is very lucidly written, and it is also satisfyingly comprehensive alongside the 'canonical' Barnes texts, it includes brief but illuminating discussion
of the crime fiction that Barnes has published under the pseudonym Dan
Kavanagh. This detailed study of the fictions of Julian Barnes from Metroland to
Arthur & George also benefits from archival research into his unpublished
materials. The book will be a useful resource for scholars, postgraduates and
undergraduates working in the field of contemporary literature.

The Neruda Case
In Love, etc. Julian Barnes has created a deep, dark feast of human frailties and
needs. Love, etc. stars three characters introduced a decade ago in Talking It Over
— to which this novel has an eerie, freestanding relation. Which is precisely what
Stuart felt about his wife Gillian, until his witty, feckless, former best friend Oliver
stole her away. Fabulously engaging and profoundly unsettling. From the Trade
Paperback edition.
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Anglomania
A kind of detective story, relating a cranky amateur scholar's search for the truth
about Gustave Flaubert, and the obsession of this detective whose life seems to
oddly mirror those of Flaubert's characters. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Nothing to be Frightened Of
"Imaginative, original--wittily written."--The Washington Post Book World To some,
England has long represented tolerance, reason, and political moderation. To
others, it is a moribund bastion of snobbery and outdated tradition. In this lively
and diverting social history, noted author Ian Buruma, himself the son of Dutch
immigrants to England, provides an incisive look at anglophilia--and
anglophobia--over the last two centuries. From passionate enthusiasts like Voltaire
and Goethe, to exiles like Garibaldi and Herzen, to colorful England-bashers like
Napoleon, Marx, and Kaiser Wilhelm II, Anglomania gives a sharply satirical
account of Europe's sometimes comical, sometimes deadly prejudices, and
explains why England's individuality and her relationship with Europe is still vitally
important as we enter the twenty-first century.

Going to the Dogs
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Brilliantly imagined and irresistibly readable, Arthur & George is a major new novel
from Julian Barnes, a wonderful combination of playfulness, pathos and wisdom.
Searching for clues, no one would ever guess that the lives of Arthur and George
might intersect. Growing up in shabby-genteel nineteenth-century Edinburgh,
Arthur is saddled with a dad who is a disgrace and a mum he wishes to protect,
and is propelled into a life of action. To his astonishment, his career as a self-made
man of letters brings him riches and fame and, in the world at large, he becomes
the perfect picture of the honourable English gentlemen. George is irredeemably
an outsider, and has no hope of becoming such a picture. Though he’s dogged and
logical, a vicar’s son from rural Staffordshire, he is set apart, and he and his family
are targeted in his boyhood by a poison-pen campaign. George finds safe harbour
in the reliability of rules, and grows up to become a solicitor, putting his faith in the
insulating value of British justice. Then crisis upsets the uneasy equilibrium of both
men’s lives. Arthur is knocked for a loop by guilt and other dishonourable
emotions. George is put to the sorest test, accused of a horrible crime. And from
that point on their lives weave together in the most profound and surprising way,
as each man becomes the other’s salvation. Arthur & George is a masterful novel
about low crime and high spirituality, guilt and innocence, identity, nationality and
race. Most of all, it’s a profound and witty meditation on the fateful differences
between what we believe, what we know and what we can prove. George and his
father pray together, kneeling side by side on the scrubbed boards. Then George
climbs into bed while his father locks the door and turns out the light. As he falls
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asleep, George sometimes thinks of the floor, and how his soul must be scrubbed
just as the boards are scrubbed. Father is not an easy sleeper, and has a tendency
to groan and wheeze. Sometimes, in the early morning, when dawn is beginning to
show at the edges of the curtains, Father will catechize him. "George, where do
you live?" "The Vicarage, Great Wyrley." "And where is that?" "Staffordshire,
Father." "And where is that?" "The centre of England." "And what is England,
George?" "England is the beating heart of the Empire, Father." "Good. And what is
the blood that flows through the arteries and veins of the Empire to reach even its
farthest shore?" "The Church of England." "Good, George." And after a while Father
will begin to groan and wheeze again. George watches the outline of the curtain
harden. He lies there thinking of arteries and veins making red lines on the map of
the world, linking Britain to all the places coloured pink: Australia and India and
Canada and islands dotted everywhere. He thinks of blood bubbling though these
tubes and emerging in Sydney, Bombay, the St. Lawrence Waterway. Bloodlines,
that is a word he has heard somewhere. With the pulse of blood in his ears, he
begins to fall asleep again. —excerpt from Arthur & George

Julian Barnes
Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Hamburg (Institut fur Anglistik und
Amerikanistik), course: Die englische Literatur der neunziger Jahre, 9 entries in the
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bibliography, language: English, abstract: Numerous contemporary British novels
display an almost obsessive concern with the notion of Englishness. Hence, they
focus on the myths, traditions and attitudes that are regarded as typically English.
With its interest in Englishness, the nature of historical truth, and the blurring of
boundaries between the authentic and the imitation, Julian Barnes' novel "England,
England" (1998), which was short-listed for the Booker prize in 1998, shares
important concerns with many contemporary British novels. Hence, this novel
shows all the features characteristic of postmodernist historiographic metafiction.
That is to say, like other historiographic metafictions, "England, England" is "both
intensely self-reflexive and yet paradoxically also lay s] claim to historical events
and personages." What is more, Barnes' novel also reflects the feature which has
been the major focus of attention in most of the critical work on postmodernism,
i.e. a self-conscious assessment of the status and function of narrative in literature,
history, and theory: "its theoretical self-awareness of history and fiction as human
constructs (historiographic metafiction) is made the grounds for its rethinking and
reworking of the forms and contents of the past." One might be justified in saying
that Barnes' novel explores, constructs, parodies, and deconstructs the 'invented
traditions' known as 'Englishness'. The novel incorporates a great number of
different traces of the English cultural past, including many myths and legends,
juxtaposes competing versions of and discourses about Englishness. Additionally, it
also explores the complexity of any account of a nation's organically grown cultural
memory and id"
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The Only Story
Julian Barnes, author of the Man Booker Prize–winning novel The Sense of an
Ending, gives us his most powerfully moving book yet, beginning in the nineteenth
century and leading seamlessly into an entirely personal account of loss—making
Levels of Life an immediate classic on the subject of grief. Levels of Life is a book
about ballooning, photography, love and loss; about putting two things, and two
people, together, and about tearing them apart. One of the judges who awarded
Barnes the 2011 Booker Prize described him as “an unparalleled magus of the
heart.” This book confirms that opinion. “Spare and beautifula book of rare
intimacy and honesty about love and grief. To read it is a privilege. To have written
it is astonishing.” —Ruth Scurr, The Times of London “A remarkable narrative that
is as raw in its emotion as it is characteristically elegant in its execution.” —Eileen
Battersby, The Irish Times This ebook edition includes a reading group guide.

Talking It Over
Master prose stylist Julian Barnes presents a collection of stories whose characters
are growing old and facing the end of their lives -- some with bitterness, some with
resignation and others with raging defiance. “Life is just a premature reaction to
death,” was what Viv’s husband used to say. Once her lover and friend, he is now
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Viv’s semi-helpless charge, who is daily sinking ever deeper into dementia. In
“Appetite,” Viv has found a way to reach her husband: by reading aloud snippets of
recipe books until he calls out indelible -- and sometimes unfortunate -- scenes
locked away in his brain. In “The Things You Know,” two elderly friends enjoy their
monthly breakfast meetings that neither would ever think of missing. Of course, all
they really have in common is a fondness for flat suede shoes and a propensity for
thinking spiteful, unspoken thoughts about one another’s dead husbands. “The
Fruit Cage” is narrated by a middle-aged man whose seemingly orderly upbringing
is harrowingly undone when he discovers that his parents’ old age is not
necessarily a time of serenity but actually an age of aroused, perhaps violent,
passions. In these stories, Julian Barnes displays the erudition, wit and uncanny
insight into the human mind that mark him as one of today’s great writers, one
whose intellect and humour never obscure a genuine affection for his characters.

Metroland
Jean Serjeant, the heroine of Julian Barnes’s wonderfully provocative novel, seems
ordinary, but has an extraordinary disdain for wisdom. And as Barnes—winner of
the Man Booker Prize for The Sense of an Ending—follows her from her childhood in
the 1920s to her flight into the sun in the year 2021, he confronts readers with the
fruits of her relentless curiosity: pilgrimages to China and the Grand Canyon; a
catalog of 1940s sexual euphemisms; and a glimpse of technology in the twentyPage 16/29

Download Free England Julian Barnes
first century (when The Absolute Truth can be universally accessed). Elegant,
funny and intellectually subversive, Staring at the Sun is Julian Barnes at his most
dazzlingly original. “Brilliant. . . . A marvelous literary epiphany.” —Carlos Fuentes,
The New York Times Book Review “Barnes’s literary energy and daring are nearly
unparalleled.” —New Republic

The Lemon Table
In this powerfully affecting Flaubert's Parrot gives readers a brilliant take on the
deceptions that make up the quivering substrata of erotic love. " An interplay of
serious thought and dazzling wit. . . . It's moving, it's funny, it's frightening . . .
fiction at its best." --New York Times Book Review.

England, England
Only the author of Flaubert's Parrot could give us a novel that is at once a noteperfect rendition of the angsts and attitudes of English adolescence, a giddy
comedy of sexual awakening in the 1960s, and a portrait of the accommodations
that some of us call "growing up" and others "selling out."

Levels of Life
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Grotesque visionary Sir Jack Pitman has an idea. Since most people are too lazy to
travel from landmark to landmark, why not simplify things and create a new
England on the Isle of Wight? Unfortunately, his idea is a huge success, and the
resulting theme park threatens to supersede the original. Called England, England,
it has all the elements of "Old England" in one convenient location. Wander into
the new Sherwood Forest and you may spot Robin Hood and his now sexually
ambiguous Merrie Men. Or take a stroll to see Stonehenge and Anne Hathaway's
Cottage, enjoy a ploughman's lunch atop the White Cliffs of Dover, then pop over
to see the Royals, now on contract to Sir Jack, in their scaled-down version of
Buckingham Palace. Every detail has been considered: even the postcards come
pre-stamped! Julian Barnes' first novel in six years is a ferociously funny
examination of the search for authenticity and truth in a fabricated world.

England, England
The Tudors are England’s most notorious royal family. But, as Leanda de Lisle’s
gripping new history reveals, they are a family still more extraordinary than the
one we thought we knew. The Tudor canon typically starts with the Battle of
Bosworth in 1485, before speeding on to Henry VIII and the Reformation. But this
leaves out the family’s obscure Welsh origins, the ordinary man known as Owen
Tudor who would fall (literally) into a Queen’s lap—and later her bed. It passes by
the courage of Margaret Beaufort, the pregnant thirteen-year-old girl who would
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help found the Tudor dynasty, and the childhood and painful exile of her son, the
future Henry VII. It ignores the fact that the Tudors were shaped by their
past—those parts they wished to remember and those they wished to forget. By
creating a full family portrait set against the background of this past, de Lisle
enables us to see the Tudor dynasty in its own terms, and presents new
perspectives and revelations on key figures and events. De Lisle discovers a family
dominated by remarkable women doing everything possible to secure its future;
shows why the princes in the Tower had to vanish; and reexamines the bloodiness
of Mary’s reign, Elizabeth’s fraught relationships with her cousins, and the true
significance of previously overlooked figures. Throughout the Tudor story, Leanda
de Lisle emphasizes the supreme importance of achieving peace and stability in a
violent and uncertain world, and of protecting and securing the bloodline. Tudor is
bristling with religious and political intrigue but at heart is a thrilling story of one
family’s determined and flamboyant ambition.

Julian Barnes' "England, England" als Auseinandersetzung mit
Theorien der Gegenwart
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature, here is the universally acclaimed
novel—winner of the Booker Prize and the basis for an award-winning film. This is
Kazuo Ishiguro's profoundly compelling portrait of Stevens, the perfect butler, and
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of his fading, insular world in post-World War II England. Stevens, at the end of
three decades of service at Darlington Hall, spending a day on a country drive,
embarks as well on a journey through the past in an effort to reassure himself that
he has served humanity by serving the "great gentleman," Lord Darlington. But
lurking in his memory are doubts about the true nature of Lord Darlington's
"greatness," and much graver doubts about the nature of his own life.

Letters From London
Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize for Fiction As every schoolboy knows, you can
fit the whole of England on the Isle of Wight. Grotesque, visionary tycoon Sir Jack
Pitman takes the saying literally and does exactly that. He constructs on the island
'The Project', a vast heritage centre containing everything 'English', from Big Ben
to Stonehenge, from Manchester United to the white cliffs of Dover. The project is
monstrous, risky, and vastly successful. In fact, it gradually begins to rival 'Old'
England and even threatens to supersede it One of Barnes's finest and funniest
novels, England, England calls into question the idea of replicas, truth vs fiction,
reality vs art, nationhood, myth-making, and self-exploration. 'A brilliant, Swiftian
fantasy' The Economist

Evermore
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Duffy is summoned to a country manor for his hairiest case yet Vic Crowther’s
housekeeper found the body. Ricky bled out after crashing through the French
windows of the manor’s library. Crowther doesn’t know who did this to Ricky, but
he does know whom to blame. Duffy, the security consultant who installed the
dodgy burglar alarm, will have to answer for this murder. When Duffy rushes out to
the country to smooth things over, he finds more than one surprise. First of all,
Ricky was a dog. And Braunscombe Hall is filled to capacity with strange
folks—even by Duffy’s rarefied standards. His country sojourn is extended—as are
his headaches—when he finds that each of the eccentric guests has a problem that
needs his expertise.

Arthur & George
From the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sense of an Ending—a rich,
witty, revelatory tour of Belle Époque Paris, via the remarkable life story of the
pioneering surgeon, Samuel Pozzi. In the summer of 1885, three Frenchmen
arrived in London for a few days' intellectual shopping: a prince, a count, and a
commoner with an Italian name. In time, each of these men would achieve a
certain level of renown, but who were they then and what was the significance of
their sojourn to England? Answering these questions, Julian Barnes unfurls the
stories of their lives which play out against the backdrop of the Belle Époque in
Paris. Our guide through this world is Samuel Pozzi, the society doctor, free-thinker
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and man of science with a famously complicated private life who was the subject of
one of John Singer Sargent's greatest portraits. In this vivid tapestry of people
(Henry James, Sarah Bernhardt, Oscar Wilde, Proust, James Whistler, among many
others), place, and time, we see not merely an epoch of glamour and pleasure, but,
surprisingly, one of violence, prejudice, and nativism—with more parallels to our
own age than we might imagine. The Man in the Red Coat is, at once, a fresh
portrait of the Belle Époque; an illuminating look at the longstanding exchange of
ideas between Britain and France; and a life of a man who lived passionately in the
moment but whose ideas and achievements were far ahead of his time.

Bridgerton
In his latest novel, Julian Barnes, author of Talking It Over and A History of the
World in 10 1/2 Chapters, trains his laser-bright prose on the collapse of
Communism in Eastern Europe. Stoyo Petkanov, the deposed Party leader, is
placed on trial for crimes that range from corruption to political murder. Petkanov's
guilt -- and the righteousness of his opponents -- would seem to be self-evident.
But, as brilliantly imagined by Barnes, the trial of this cunning and unrepentant
dictator illuminates the shadowy frontier between the rusted myths of the
Communist past and a capitalist future in which everything is up for grabs.
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Something to Declare
Winner of the 2011 Man Booker Prize By an acclaimed writer at the height of his
powers, The Sense of an Ending extends a streak of extraordinary books that
began with the best-selling Arthur & George and continued with Nothing to Be
Frightened Of and, most recently, Pulse. This intense new novel follows a middleaged man as he contends with a past he has never much thought about—until his
closest childhood friends return with a vengeance, one of them from the grave,
another maddeningly present. Tony Webster thought he’d left all this behind as he
built a life for himself, and by now his marriage and family and career have fallen
into an amicable divorce and retirement. But he is then presented with a
mysterious legacy that obliges him to reconsider a variety of things he thought
he’d understood all along, and to revise his estimation of his own nature and place
in the world. A novel so compelling that it begs to be read in a single sitting, with
stunning psychological and emotional depth and sophistication, The Sense of an
Ending is a brilliant new chapter in Julian Barnes’s oeuvre.

The Man in the Red Coat
Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, Christian-Albrechts-University of Kiel (Englisches
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Seminar), course: “How to be English without being British?” or: “How to be British
without being English?” Identities in Contemporary British Novels: Barnes, Ballard,
Levy, language: English, abstract: What is ‘Englishness’ and how can it be
distinguished from ‘Britishness’? Why do we need these national identity concepts
and why do they pose a problem? The purpose of this essay is to discuss these
questions by means of a careful analysis of two selected books: Julian Barnes’
England, England and Andrea Levy’s Small Island. While both novels deal with the
concept of ‘Englishness’, they do so in different ways. While Barnes exposes the
constructedness of collective identities like ‘Englishness’, Levy reveals its
excluding function and the paradoxes between ‘Englishness’ and ‘Britishness’ from
the perspectives of Jamaican ‘Windrush’-migrants.

The God of Small Things
It's a hilariously revisionist account of Noah's ark, narrated by a passenger who
doesn't appear in Genesis. It's a sneak preview of heaven. It encompasses the
stories of a cruise ship hijacked by terrorists and of woodworms tried for
blasphemy in sixteenth-century France. It explores the relationship of fact to
fabulation and the antagonism between history and love. In short, A History of the
World in 10½ Chapters is a grandly ambitious and inventive work of fiction, in the
traditions of Joyce and Calvino, from the author of the widely acclaimed Flaubert's
Parrot.
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Before She Met Me
A compact masterpiece dedicated to the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich:
Julian Barnes’s first novel since his best-selling, Man Booker Prize–winning The
Sense of an Ending. In 1936, Shostakovich, just thirty, fears for his livelihood and
his life. Stalin, hitherto a distant figure, has taken a sudden interest in his work and
denounced his latest opera. Now, certain he will be exiled to Siberia (or, more
likely, executed on the spot), Shostakovich reflects on his predicament, his
personal history, his parents, various women and wives, his children—and all who
are still alive themselves hang in the balance of his fate. And though a stroke of
luck prevents him from becoming yet another casualty of the Great Terror, for
decades to come he will be held fast under the thumb of despotism: made to
represent Soviet values at a cultural conference in New York City, forced into
joining the Party and compelled, constantly, to weigh appeasing those in power
against the integrity of his music. Barnes elegantly guides us through the
trajectory of Shostakovich’s career, at the same time illuminating the tumultuous
evolution of the Soviet Union. The result is both a stunning portrait of a relentlessly
fascinating man and a brilliant exploration of the meaning of art and its place in
society.

The Noise of Time
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"I don’t believe in God, but I miss him." So begins Julian Barnes’s brilliant new book
that is, among many things, a family memoir, an exchange with his brother (a
philosopher), a meditation on mortality and the fear of death, a celebration of art,
an argument with and about God, and a homage to the writer Jules Renard. Barnes
also draws poignant portraits of the last days of his parents, recalled with great
detail, affection and exasperation. Other examples he takes up include writers,
"most of them dead and quite a few of them French," as well as some composers,
for good measure. The grace with which Barnes weaves together all of these
threads makes the experience of reading the book nothing less than exhilarating.
Although he cautions us that "this is not my autobiography," the book nonetheless
reveals much about Barnes the man and the novelist: how he thinks and how he
writes and how he lives. At once deadly serious and dazzlingly playful, Nothing to
Be Frightened Of is a wise, funny and constantly surprising tour of the human
condition. From the Hardcover edition.

England, England
Julian Barnes, recipient of the 2011 Man Booker Prize, is one of our most highly
regarded novelists. In this collection of three novels spanning his career, we see
the broad range of his imagination and literary skill. Barnes’s third published novel,
brought him worldwide acclaim and was shortlisted for the Booker Prize. “A high
literary entertainment” (The New York Times) Flaubert’s Parrott is, among other
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things, a piercing glimpse at the nature of obsession and betrayal, both scholarly
and romantic. Barnes’s second shortlisted novel, England, England, is a sly, a
satiric invention, in which a visionary tycoon attempts to replicate a jolly old
England that probably never really existed: Robin Hood’s men are genuinely merry
and the royals all behave themselves impeccably, until, of course, everything
begins to go horribly wrong. Finally, Arthur & George re-creates late-Victorian
Britain, in which the fates of two vastly different men become entwined, one
seeking vindication in a world that looks askance at his origins, the other creating
the world’s most famous detective, while keeping his own secrets.

The Porcupine
From the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sense of an Ending and one of
Britain's greatest writers: a brilliant collection of essays on the books and authors
that have meant the most to him throughout his illustrious career. In these
seventeen essays (plus a short story), Julian Barnes examines the British, French
and American writers who have shaped his writing, as well as the cross-currents
and overlappings of their different cultures. From the deceptiveness of Penelope
Fitzgerald to the directness of Hemingway, from Kipling's view of France to the
French view of Kipling, from the many translations of Madame Bovary to the
fabulations of Ford Madox Ford, from the National Treasure status of George Orwell
to the despair of Michel Houellebecq, Julian Barnes considers what fiction is, and
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what it can do. As he writes, "Novels tell us the most truth about life: what it is,
how we live it, what it might be for, how we enjoy and value it, and how we lose it."
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