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Empire of Guns
This fascinating book shows how the later years of the British Empire were
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characterised by accidental oversights, irresponsible opportunism and uncertain
pragmatism.

Ten Cities that Made an Empire
"Controversial, entertaining and alarmingly topical a delight to read."Philip Ziegler,
Daily Telegraph

The Empire Strikes Back?
Since the return of Hong Kong to China in 1997 and the end days of Empire,
Britain's colonial past has been the subject of passionate debate. Tristram Hunt
goes beyond the now familiar arguments about Empire being good or bad and
adopts a fresh approach to Britain's empire and its legacy. Through an exceptional
array of first-hand accounts and personal reflections, he portrays the great colonial
and imperial cities of Boston, Bridgetown, Dublin, Cape Town, Calcutta, Hong Kong,
Bombay, Melbourne, New Delhi, and twentieth-century Liverpool: their
architecture, culture, and society balls; the famines, uprisings and repressions
which coursed through them; the primitive accumulation and ghostly bureaucracy
which ran them; the British supremacists and multicultural trailblazers who
inhabited them. From the pioneers of early America to the builders of modern
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India, from west to east and back again, Hunt follows the processes of exchange
and adaptation that collectively moulded the colonial experience and which in their
turn transformed the culture, economy and identity of the British Isles. This vivid
and richly detailed imperial story, located in ten of the most important cities which
the Empire constructed, demolished, reconstructed and transformed, allows us a
new understanding of the British Empire's influence upon the world and the world's
influence upon it. 'In this ingenious, gripping and unorthodox book Tristram Hunt
tells the story of the British Empire in a way we have never had it before. Hunt has
a talent for the vivid and the specific which is almost novelistic. We learn about the
growth, effects and motivations of Empire not through statistics or the story of
British legislators, but by being guided on the ground, taken by the hand through
the streets of Liverpool and Melbourne, waterfronts from Hong Kong to Cape Town,
and learning the stories of some of the most extraordinary - and often outrageous people in our history.' Andrew Marr 'This eminently readable book tells the story of
the expanding British empire through a history of its key cities across the world,
providing fresh insights and fascinating details. It ranges from the Americas to
India and back to Britain: an exhilarating ride - and an important contribution to its
subject.' C. A. Bayly

Britain's Retreat from Empire in East Asia, 1905-1980
1st complete history of the Rothschild banking dynasty with full access to
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worldwide archives. Ever since the Rothschild's spectacular rise to preeminence in
European finance during the last, turbulent years of the Napoleonicwars, a
mythology has grown up around the family and it's firms. It is no exaggeration to
say that the Rothschilds became 1 of theliving legends of the 19th century: the
personfication of a new era in which money determined status and power, an era
in which 5 Jewish brothers born into the wretchedness of the Frnakfurt Ghetto
could rise by their own ingenuity to become ' the worlds bankers' - dominating the
international financial markets, rubbing shoulders with the social elite, patronising
the great artists and architects of the era and above all exerting a decisive, if
veiled, influence over the world's monarchs and statesmen. Using a wealth of
archival sources as well as a vast amount of little known contemporary and more
recent secondary literature, Niall Ferguson's definitive study will finally hold the
mirror of reality up to the face of myth. The result promises not only to do justice
to the history of Rothschilds, but to revolutionise the history of the years of their
rise and preeminence, and to reveal fascinating continuities from the 19th century
to our own time.

Churchill, Hitler, and "The Unnecessary War"
Linking four continents over three centuries, Selling Empire demonstrates the
centrality of India--both as an idea and a place--to the making of a global British
imperial system. In the seventeenth century, Britain was economically, politically,
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and militarily weaker than India, but Britons increasingly made use of India's
strengths to build their own empire in both America and Asia. Early English colonial
promoters first envisioned America as a potential India, hoping that the nascent
Atlantic colonies could produce Asian raw materials. When this vision failed to
materialize, Britain's circulation of Indian manufactured goods--from umbrellas to
cottons--to Africa, Europe, and America then established an empire of goods and
the supposed good of empire. Eacott recasts the British empire's chronology and
geography by situating the development of consumer culture, the American
Revolution, and British industrialization in the commercial intersections linking the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans. From the seventeenth into the nineteenth century and
beyond, the evolving networks, ideas, and fashions that bound India, Britain, and
America shaped persisting global structures of economic and cultural
interdependence.

Paper and Iron
It is now more than seventy years since the creation of the state of Israel, yet its
origins and the British Empire's historic responsibility for Palestine remain little
known. Confusion persists too as to the distinction between anti-Zionism and antiSemitism. In Legacy of Empire, Gardner Thompson offers a clear-eyed review of
political Zionism and Britain's role in shaping the history of Palestine and Israel.
Thompson explores why the British government adopted Zionism in the early
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twentieth century, issuing the Balfour Declaration in 1917 and then retaining it as
the cornerstone of their rule in Palestine after the First World War. Despite
evidence and warnings, over the next two decades Britain would facilitate the
colonisation of Arab Palestine by Jewish immigrants, ultimately leading to a conflict
which it could not contain. Britain's response was to propose the partition of an
ungovernable land: a 'two-state solution' which - though endorsed by the United
Nations after the Second World War - has so far brought into being neither two
states nor a solution. A highly readable and compelling account of Britain's rule in
Palestine, Legacy of Empire is essential for those wishing to better understand the
roots of this enduring conflict.

Ornamentalism
(B)ordering Britain argues that Britain is the spoils of empire, its immigration law is
colonial violence and irregular immigration is anti-colonial resistance. In
announcing itself as postcolonial through immigration and nationality laws passed
in the 60s, 70s and 80s, Britain cut itself off symbolically and physically from its
colonies and the Commonwealth, taking with it what it had plundered. This
imperial vanishing act cast Britain’s colonial history into the shadows. The British
Empire, about which Britons know little, can be remembered fondly as a moment
of past glory, as a gift once given to the world. Meanwhile immigration laws are
justified on the basis that they keep the undeserving hordes out. In fact,
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immigration laws are acts of colonial seizure and violence. They obstruct the vast
majority of racialised people from accessing colonial wealth amassed in the course
of colonial conquest. Regardless of what the law, media and political discourse
dictate, people with personal, ancestral or geographical links to colonialism, or
those existing under the weight of its legacy of race and racism, have every right
to come to Britain and take back what is theirs.

Sentimental Figures of Empire in Eighteenth-Century Britain
and France
From the late-fifteenth to the mid-eighteenth century, Spain was the most
extensive empire the world had seen, stretching from Naples and the Netherlands
to the Philippines. This provocative work of history attributes Spain's rise to power
to the collaboration of international business interests, including Italian financiers,
German technicians, and Dutch traders. At the height of its power, the Spanish
Empire was a global enterprise in which non-Spaniards -- Portuguese, Basque,
Aztec, Genoese, Chinese, Flemish, West African, Incan, and Neapolitan -- played an
essential role. Challenging, persuasive, and unique in its thesis, Henry Kamen's
Empire explores Spain's complex impact on world history with admirable clarity
and intelligence.
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Legacy of Empire
"Tea has been one of the most popular commodities in the world. Over centuries,
profits from its growth and sales funded wars and fueled colonization, and its
cultivation brought about massive changes--in land use, labor systems, market
practices, and social hierarchies--the effects of which are with us even today. A
Thirst for Empire takes a vast and in-depth historical look at how men and
women--through the tea industry in Europe, Asia, North America, and
Africa--transformed global tastes and habits and in the process created our modern
consumer society. As Erika Rappaport shows, between the seventeenth and
twentieth centuries the boundaries of the tea industry and the British Empire
overlapped but were never identical, and she highlights the economic, political,
and cultural forces that enabled the British Empire to dominate--but never entirely
control--the worldwide production, trade, and consumption of tea. Rappaport
delves into how Europeans adopted, appropriated, and altered Chinese tea culture
to build a widespread demand for tea in Britain and other global markets and a
plantation-based economy in South Asia and Africa. Tea was among the earliest
colonial industries in which merchants, planters, promoters, and retailers used
imperial resources to pay for global advertising and political lobbying. The
commercial model that tea inspired still exists and is vital for understanding how
politics and publicity influence the international economy "--Jacket.
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Unfinished Empire
The British Empire influenced many aspects of the world we live in today. The
international system remains heavily marked by British imperialism, and the
borders, nations, and federations it created. This Very Short Introduction
introduces and defines the British Empire, reviewing how it evolved into such a
force, and the legacy it left behind.

The Making and Unmaking of Empires
Covers the history of the British Empire from 1600 to the present day, and its
transition from ruler of half the world to its current status of isolated, economically
fragile island.

An Empire on the Edge
Written from a strikingly fresh perspective, this new account of the Boston Tea
Party and the origins of the American Revolution shows how a lethal blend of
politics, personalities, and economics led to a war that few people welcomed but
nobody could prevent. In this powerful but fair-minded narrative, British author
Nick Bunker tells the story of the last three years of mutual embitterment that
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preceded the outbreak of America’s war for independence in 1775. It was a
tragedy of errors, in which both sides shared responsibility for a conflict that cost
the lives of at least twenty thousand Britons and a still larger number of
Americans. The British and the colonists failed to see how swiftly they were drifting
toward violence until the process had gone beyond the point of no return. At the
heart of the book lies the Boston Tea Party, an event that arose from fundamental
flaws in the way the British managed their affairs. By the early 1770s, Great Britain
had become a nation addicted to financial speculation, led by a political elite beset
by internal rivalry and increasingly baffled by a changing world. When the East
India Company came close to collapse, it patched together a rescue plan whose
disastrous side effect was the destruction of the tea. With lawyers in London calling
the Tea Party treason, and with hawks in Parliament crying out for revenge, the
British opted for punitive reprisals without foreseeing the resistance they would
arouse. For their part, Americans underestimated Britain’s determination not to
give way. By the late summer of 1774, when the rebels in New England began to
arm themselves, the descent into war had become irreversible. Drawing on careful
study of primary sources from Britain and the United States, An Empire on the
Edge sheds new light on the Tea Party’s origins and on the roles of such familiar
characters as Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, and Thomas Hutchinson. The book
shows how the king’s chief minister, Lord North, found himself driven down the
road to bloodshed. At his side was Lord Dartmouth, the colonial secretary, an
evangelical Christian renowned for his benevolence. In a story filled with painful
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ironies, perhaps the saddest was this: that Dartmouth, a man who loved peace,
had to write the dispatch that sent the British army out to fight.

A Thirst for Empire
Study of key themes in the history of the British Empire by one of the senior figures
in the field.

Human Rights and the End of Empire
Compares the empires built by Spain and Britain in the Americas, from Columbus's
arrival in the New World to the end of Spanish colonial rule in the early nineteenth
century.

The Politically Incorrect Guide to the British Empire
A bestselling historian shows how the British Empire created the modern world, in
a book lauded as "a rattling good tale" (Wall Street Journal) and "popular history at
its best" (Washington Post) The British Empire was the largest in all history: the
nearest thing to global domination ever achieved. The world we know today is in
large measure the product of Britain's Age of Empire. The global spread of
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capitalism, telecommunications, the English language, and institutions of
representative government -- all these can be traced back to the extraordinary
expansion of Britain's economy, population and culture from the seventeenth
century until the mid-twentieth. On a vast and vividly colored canvas, Empire
shows how the British Empire acted as midwife to modernity. Displaying the
originality and rigor that have made Niall Ferguson one of the world's foremost
historians, Empire is a dazzling tour de force -- a remarkable reappraisal of the
prizes and pitfalls of global empire.

Britain's Empire: Resistance, Repression and Revolt
The decline of British power in Asia, from a high point in 1905, when Britain’s ally
Japan vanquished the Russian Empire, apparently reducing the perceived threat
that Russia posed to its influence in India and China, to the end of the twentieth
century, when British power had dwindled to virtually nothing, is one of the most
important themes in understanding the modern history of East and Southeast Asia.
This book considers a range of issues that illustrate the significance and influence
of the British Empire in Asia and the nature of Britain’s imperial decline. Subjects
covered include the challenges posed by Germany and Japan during the First World
War, British efforts at international co-operation in the interwar period, the British
relationship with Korea and Japan in the wake of the Second World War, and the
complicated path of decolonisation in Southeast Asia and Hong Kong.
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Inglorious Empire
The author of The Pity of War argues that America is both economically and
militarily the most powerful empire in history and will feel negative consequences
globally and domestically as a result of imposing unrealistic timescales on
interventions abroad. Reprint.

The New Map of Empire
In 1763 British America stretched from Hudson Bay to the Keys, from the Atlantic
to the Mississippi. Using maps that Britain created to control its new lands, Max
Edelson pictures the contested geography of the British Atlantic world and offers
new explanations of the causes and consequences of Britain’s imperial ambitions
before the Revolution.

The British Empire: A Very Short Introduction
Publisher description

Selling Empire
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At the end of the First World War the modern Middle East was created by Britain
and France, who carved up the old Ottoman possessions with scant regard for the
wishes of those who lived there. Frontiers were devised and alien dynasties
imposed on the populations as arbitrarily as in mediaeval times. It was destined
from the outset to failure. Promises had been made to the Arabs during the War,
but were not honoured, and brief hopes for Arab unity were dashed, leading to a
bitter belief in western perfidy that persists to the present day. Britain was quick to
see the riches promised by the black pools of oil that lay on the ground around
Baghdad, and when France too grasped their importance, bitter differences opened
up between the two allies, and the areas became a focus of a return to the
traditional enmity between them.

The Scandal of Empire
The Scandal of Empire reveals that the conquests and exploitations of the East
India Company were critical to England's development in the eighteenth century
and beyond. In this powerfully written critique, Nicholas Dirks shows how the
empire projected its own scandalous behavior onto India itself. By returning to the
moment when the scandal of empire became acceptable, we gain a new
understanding of the modern culture of the colonizer and the colonized and the
manifold implications for Britain, India, and the world.
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Empires of the Atlantic World
The European Convention on Human Rights of 1950 established the most effective
international system of human rights protection ever created. This is the first book
that gives a comprehensive account of how it came into existence, of the part
played in its genesis by the British government, and of its significance for Britain in
the period between 1953 and 1966.

Empire
The Business of Empire assesses the domestic impact of British imperial expansion
by analysing what happened in Britain following the East India Company's
acquisition of a vast territorial empire in South Asia. Drawing on a mass of hitherto
unused material contained in the company's administrative and financial records,
the book offers a reconstruction of the inner workings of the company as it made
the remarkable transition from business to empire during the late-eighteenth
century. H. V. Bowen profiles the company's stockholders and directors and
examines how those in London adapted their methods, working practices, and
policies to changing circumstances in India. He also explores the company's
multifarious interactions with the domestic economy and society, and sheds
important new light on its substantial contributions to the development of Britain's
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imperial state, public finances, military strength, trade and industry. This book will
appeal to all those interested in imperial, economic and business history.

Understanding the British Empire
Ornamentalism is a vividly evocative account of a vanished era, a major
reassessment of Britain and its imperial past, and a trenchant and disturbing
analysis of what it means to be a post-imperial nation today.

Empire
This study presents a challenge to the prevailing view that there was no alternative
to the inflationary economic policies of Weimar Germany.

Britons
Niall Ferguson's acclaimed bestseller on the highs and lows of Britain's empire
Once vast swathes of the globe were coloured imperial red and Britannia ruled not
just the waves, but the prairies of America, the plains of Asia, the jungles of Africa
and the deserts of Arabia. Just how did a small, rainy island in the North Atlantic
achieve all this? And why did the empire on which the sun literally never set finally
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decline and fall? Niall Ferguson's acclaimed Empire brilliantly unfolds the imperial
story in all its splendours and its miseries, showing how a gang of buccaneers and
gold-diggers planted the seed of the biggest empire in all history - and set the
world on the road to modernity. 'The most brilliant British historian of his
generation Ferguson examines the roles of "pirates, planters, missionaries,
mandarins, bankers and bankrupts" in the creation of history's largest empire he
writes with splendid panache and a seemingly effortless, debonair wit' Andrew
Roberts 'Dazzling wonderfully readable' New York Review of Books 'A remarkably
readable précis of the whole British imperial story - triumphs, deceits, decencies,
kindnesses, cruelties and all' Jan Morris 'Empire is a pleasure to read and brims
with insights and intelligence' Sunday Times

The Rise and Fall of the British Empire
P.J. Marshall deals with a crucial period in the history of the British empire in trying
to explain how the British at the same time lost an empire in North America, while
winning one in parts of India. He shows that British objectives were much the same
all over the world.

The Business of Empire
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'The core of the book is a virtuoso takedown of cherished shibboleths of Raj
mythology' Financial Times 'A forceful reminder that Britain has its own messy past
to come to terms with' Guardian In the nineteenth century, imperial India was at
the centre of Britain's global power. But since its partition between India and
Pakistan in 1947, the Raj has divided opinion: some celebrate its supposed role in
creating much that is good in the modern world; others condemn it as the cause of
continuing poverty. Today, the Raj lives on in faded images of Britain's former
glory, a notion used now to sell goods in India as well as Europe. But its real
character has been poorly understood. India Conquered is the first general history
of British India for over twenty years, getting under the skin of empire to show how
British rule really worked. Oscillating between paranoid paralysis and moments of
extreme violence, it was beset by chaos and chronic weakness. Jon Wilson argues
that this contradictory character was a consequence of the Raj's failure to create
long-term relationships with Indian society and claims that these systemic
problems still affect the world's largest democracy as it navigates the twenty-first
century. 'This is a brave and long overdue riposte to Raj romanticists' John Keay

Bordering Britain
The British Empire, ”the biggest empire in history”once ruled a quarter of the
globe. It was built by an incredible array of swashbuckling soldiers and sailors,
pirates and adventurers who finally get their due in H. W. Crocker III's panoramic
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and provocative view of four hundred years of history that will delight and amuse,
educate and entertain. Strap on your pith helmet for a rollicking ride through some
of history's most colorful events. Bet your teacher never told you: The Founding
Fathers didn't rebel against British imperialism; they looked forward to the transfer
of the great seat of Empire to America. The original Norman English invasion of
Ireland was approved by the pope. Sir Charles Napier, commander in chief of the
British Army in India, abolished the Hindu custom of widow-burning. Field Marshal
Sir Gerald Templer's hearts and minds counter- insurgency strategy was
instrumental in defeating the Communists in Malaya. The breakup of the British
Empire led Winston Churchill to conclude that he had achieved nothing in his life.

The End of the British Empire
Were World Wars I and II inevitable? Were they necessary wars? Or were they
products of calamitous failures of judgment? In this monumental and provocative
history, Patrick Buchanan makes the case that, if not for the blunders of British
statesmen–Winston Churchill first among them–the horrors of two world wars and
the Holocaust might have been avoided and the British Empire might never have
collapsed into ruins. Half a century of murderous oppression of scores of millions
under the iron boot of Communist tyranny might never have happened, and
Europe’s central role in world affairs might have been sustained for many
generations. Among the British and Churchillian errors were: • The secret decision
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of a tiny cabal in the inner Cabinet in 1906 to take Britain straight to war against
Germany, should she invade France • The vengeful Treaty of Versailles that
mutilated Germany, leaving her bitter, betrayed, and receptive to the appeal of
Adolf Hitler • Britain’s capitulation, at Churchill’s urging, to American pressure to
sever the Anglo-Japanese alliance, insulting and isolating Japan, pushing her onto
the path of militarism and conquest • The greatest mistake in British history: the
unsolicited war guarantee to Poland of March 1939, ensuring the Second World
War Certain to create controversy and spirited argument, Churchill, Hitler, and “the
Unnecessary War” is a grand and bold insight into the historic failures of judgment
that ended centuries of European rule and guaranteed a future no one who lived in
that vanished world could ever have envisioned.

Ghosts of Empire
Examines the phenomenon of human exhibitions in nineteenth-century Britain and
considers how this legacy informs understandings of race and empire today.

Empire
Sub-titled The British Imperial Experience from 1765 to the Present, Professor
Denis Judd’s Empire is a magisterial overview and panoramic history of the
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greatest empire the world has know, and pays particular attention to its impact o
both the rulers and the ruled.

India Conquered
From the bestselling author of The English comes Empire, Jeremy Paxman's history
of the British Empire accompanied by a flagship 5-part BBC TV series, for readers
of Simon Schama and Andrew Marr. The influence of the British Empire is
everywhere, from the very existence of the United Kingdom to the ethnic
composition of our cities. It affects everything, from Prime Ministers' decisions to
send troops to war to the adventurers we admire. From the sports we think we're
good at to the architecture of our buildings; the way we travel to the way we trade;
the hopeless losers we will on, and the food we hunger for, the empire is never
very far away. In this acute and witty analysis, Jeremy Paxman goes to the very
heart of empire. As he describes the selection process for colonial officers
('intended to weed out the cad, the feeble and the too clever') the importance of
sport, the sweating domestic life of the colonial officer's wife ('the challenge with
cooking meat was "to grasp the fleeting moment between toughness and
putrefaction when the joint may possibly prove eatable"') and the crazed end for
General Gordon of Khartoum, Paxman brings brilliantly to life the tragedy and
comedy of Empire and reveals its profound and lasting effect on our nation and
ourselves. 'Paxman is witty, incisive, acerbic and opinionated . . . In short, he
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carries the whole thing off with panache bordering on effrontery' Piers Brendon,
Sunday Times 'Paxman is a magnificent historian, and Empire may be remembered
as his finest work' Independent on Sunday Jeremy Paxman was born in Yorkshire
and educated at Cambridge. He is an award-winning journalist who spent ten years
reporting from overseas, notably for Panorama. He is the author of five books
including The English. He is the presenter of Newsnight and University Challenge
and has presented BBC documentaries on various subjects including Victorian art
and Wilfred Owen.

Peoples on Parade
Within twenty years of victory in the Second World War Britain had ceased to be a
world power and her global empire has dissolved into fragments. With what now
seems astonishing rapidity, and empire three centuries old, which had reached its
greatest extent as late as 1921, was transformed into more than fifty sovereign
states. Why did this great transformation come about? Had Britain simply become
too weak in a world of superpowers? Had the pressure of colonial nationalism
suddenly become overwhelming? Or had the British themselves decided that they
no longer needed an empire, and that interests were better served by joining the
rich man's club of Europe? In this short book, these and other theories are
examined critically. The aim is not to present a detailed narrative of Britain's
imperial retreat but to introduce the reader to the current state of debate in a
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rapidly expanding subject.

Empire
This revelatory new history punctures the widely held belief that the British Empire
was an imaginative and civilizing enterprise. Instead, BRITAIN'S EMPIRE reveals a
history of systemic repression and almost perpetual violence, showing how British
rule was imposed as a military operation and maintained as a military dictatorship.
For colonized peoples, the experience was a horrific one, of slavery, famine, battle
and extermination. Yet, as Richard Gott shows, the Empire's oppressed peoples did
not go quietly into this good night. Wherever Britain tried to plant its flag, it met
with opposition. From Ireland to India, from the American colonies to Australia,
Gott traces the rebellions and resistance of subject peoples whose all-but-forgotten
stories are excluded from traditional accounts of empire. He shows, too, how the
British Empire provided a blue print for the annihilation of peoples in twentiethcentury Europe, and argues that its leaders must rank alongside the dictators of
the twentieth century as authors of crimes against humanity on an infamous scale.
-- Publisher description.

Empire
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`The Empire Strikes Back' will inject the empire back into the domestic history of
modern Britain. In the nineteenth century and for much of the twentieth century,
Britain's empire was so large that it was truly the global superpower. Much of
Africa, Asia and America had been subsumed. Britannia's tentacles had stretched
both wide and deep. Culture, Religion, Health, Sexuality, Law and Order were all
impacted in the dominated countries. `The Empire Strikes Back' shows how the
dependent states were subsumed and then hit back, affecting in turn England
itself.

Colossus
The Sunday Times Top 10 bestseller on India's experience of British colonialism, by
the internationally-acclaimed author and diplomat Shashi Tharoor 'Tharoor's
impassioned polemic slices straight to the heart of the darkness that drives all
empires laying bare the grim, and high, cost of the British Empire for its former
subjects. An essential read' Financial Times In the eighteenth century, India's share
of the world economy was as large as Europe's. By 1947, after two centuries of
British rule, it had decreased six-fold. The Empire blew rebels from cannon,
massacred unarmed protesters, entrenched institutionalised racism, and caused
millions to die from starvation. British imperialism justified itself as enlightened
despotism for the benefit of the governed, but Shashi Tharoor takes demolishes
this position, demonstrating how every supposed imperial 'gift' - from the railways
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to the rule of law - was designed in Britain's interests alone. He goes on to show
how Britain's Industrial Revolution was founded on India's deindustrialisation, and
the destruction of its textile industry. In this bold and incisive reassessment of
colonialism, Tharoor exposes to devastating effect the inglorious reality of Britain's
stained Indian legacy.

The World's Banker
While imperial blockbusters fly off the shelves, there is no comprehensive history
dedicated to resistance in the 19th and 20th century British Empire. The Trouble
with Empire is the first volume to fill this gap, offering a brief but thorough
introduction to the nature and consequences of resistance to British imperialism.
Historian Antoinette Burton's study spans the 19th and 20th centuries, when
discontented subjects of empire made their unhappiness felt from Ireland to
Canada to India to Africa to Australasia, in direct response to incursions of military
might and imperial capitalism. The Trouble with Empire offers the first
thoroughgoing account of what British imperialism looked like from below and of
how tenuous its hold on alien populations was throughout its long, unstable life. By
taking the long view, moving across a variety of geopolitical sites and spanning the
whole of the period 1840-1955, Burton examines the commonalities between
different forms of resistance and unveils the structural weaknesses of the British
Empire.0.
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Empire of Sand
John Darwin's After Tamerlane, a sweeping six-hundred-year history of empires
around the globe, marked him as a historian of "massive erudition" and narrative
mastery. In Unfinished Empire, he marshals his gifts to deliver a monumental onevolume history of Britain's imperium-a work that is sure to stand as the most
authoritative, most compelling treatment of the subject for a generation. Darwin
unfurls the British Empire's beginnings and decline and its extraordinary range of
forms of rule, from settler colonies to island enclaves, from the princely states of
India to ramshackle trading posts. His penetrating analysis offers a corrective to
those who portray the empire as either naked exploitation or a grand "civilizing
mission." Far from ever having a "master plan," the British Empire was controlled
by a range of interests often at loggerheads with one another and was as much
driven on by others' weaknesses as by its own strength. It shows, too, that the
empire was never stable: to govern was a violent process, inevitably creating wars
and rebellions. Unfinished Empire is a remarkable, nuanced history of the most
complex polity the world has ever known, and a serious attempt to describe the
diverse, contradictory ways-from the military to the cultural-in which empires really
function. This is essential reading for any lover of sweeping history, or anyone
wishing to understand how the modern world came into being.
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The Trouble with Empire
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF 2018 BY THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
AND SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE By a prize-winning young historian, an authoritative
work that reframes the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of British empire, and
emergence of industrial capitalism by presenting them as inextricable from the
gun trade "A fascinating and important glimpse into how violence fueled the
industrial revolution, Priya Satia's book stuns with deep scholarship and sparkling
prose."--Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Emperor of All
Maladies We have long understood the Industrial Revolution as a triumphant story
of innovation and technology. Empire of Guns, a rich and ambitious new book by
award-winning historian Priya Satia, upends this conventional wisdom by placing
war and Britain's prosperous gun trade at the heart of the Industrial Revolution and
the state's imperial expansion. Satia brings to life this bustling industrial society
with the story of a scandal: Samuel Galton of Birmingham, one of Britain's most
prominent gunmakers, has been condemned by his fellow Quakers, who argue that
his profession violates the society's pacifist principles. In his fervent self-defense,
Galton argues that the state's heavy reliance on industry for all of its war needs
means that every member of the British industrial economy is implicated in
Britain's near-constant state of war. Empire of Guns uses the story of Galton and
the gun trade, from Birmingham to the outermost edges of the British empire, to
illuminate the nation's emergence as a global superpower, the roots of the state's
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role in economic development, and the origins of our era's debates about gun
control and the "military-industrial complex" -- that thorny partnership of
government, the economy, and the military. Through Satia's eyes, we acquire a
radically new understanding of this critical historical moment and all that followed
from it. Sweeping in its scope and entirely original in its approach, Empire of Guns
is a masterful new work of history -- a rigorous historical argument with a human
story at its heart.
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