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Clemente
For much of the twentieth century, boxing was one of America’s most popular sports, and the heavyweight champions were
figures known to all. Their exploits were reported regularly in the newspapers—often outside the sports pages—and their
fame and wealth dwarfed those of other athletes. Long after their heyday, these icons continue to be synonymous with the
“sweet science.” In The Boxing Kings: When American Heavyweights Ruled the Ring, Paul Beston profiles these larger-thanlife men who held a central place in American culture. Among the figures covered are John L. Sullivan, who made the
heavyweight championship a commercial property; Jack Johnson, who became the first black man to claim the title; Jack
Dempsey, a sporting symbol of the Roaring Twenties; Joe Louis, whose contributions to racial tolerance and social progress
transcended even his greatness in the ring; Rocky Marciano, who became an embodiment of the American Dream;
Muhammad Ali, who took on the U.S. government and revolutionized professional sports with his showmanship; and Mike
Tyson, a hard-punching dynamo who typified the modern celebrity. This gallery of flawed but sympathetic men also
includes comics, dandies, bookworms, divas, ex-cons, workingmen, and even a tough-guy-turned-preacher. As the
heavyweight title passed from one claimant to another, their stories opened a window into the larger history of the United
States. Boxing fans, sports historians, and those interested in U.S. race relations as it intersects with sports will find this
book a fascinating exploration into how engrained boxing once was in America’s social and cultural fabric.

Dangerous Dances
A daring investigation into the mysterious death of Heavyweight Champion Sonny Liston, set against the dawn of the
1970s, when the mob was fighting to keep control of the Las Vegas Strip, Richard Nixon was launching America's first war
on heroin, and boxing was in its glory days. On January 5, 1971, Sonny Liston was found dead in his home—of an apparent
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heroin overdose. But no one close to Liston believed that his death was accidental. Digging deep into a life that Liston tried
hard to hide, investigative journalist Shaun Assael treats the boxer’s death as a cold case. The result is a page-turning whodunit that evokes a glorious and grimy era of Las Vegas. Elvis Presley was playing two shows a night at the International.
Howard Hughes was running his empire from the penthouse suite of the Desert Inn. And middle America was flocking to the
Strip, transforming it from an exclusive playground for the mob to a mecca for corporate dollars. But the city was also
rotting from within. Heroin was pouring over the border from Mexico, and the segregated Westside was on the cusp of a
race war. The cops, brutally violent, were barely holding it together. Driving through town with the top of his pink Cadillac
down, Sonny Liston was the one celebrity who was unafraid to bridge the two sides of Las Vegas. Cashing in on his fading
notoriety in the casinos, he was dealing drugs, working for a crime syndicate, and trying to break into Hollywood—all with a
boxer’s faith that he could duck any threat, slip any punch. Heroin addiction was the only knockout blow he didn’t see
coming. The Murder of Sonny Liston takes a fresh look at the legendary boxer, the town he called home, and one of
America’s most enduring mysteries.

Ripley Under Water
'Dazzling An unforgettable journey to some of boxing's darkest places' Steve Bunce, author of Bunce's Big Fat Short History
of British Boxing Shortlisted for the William Hill Sports Book of the Year 2000 A breathtakingly brutal and evocative account
of the life of infamous boxing world champion Sonny Liston Sonny Liston is one of the most controversial men the boxing
world has ever seen. He rose from a childhood of grinding poverty to become 1962's heavyweight world champion. He
spent time in prison, he was known to have mob connections, he was hated and vilified by his public. And after he lost the
world title to Cassius Clay in a spectacular fall from grace, he died under mysterious and never fully explained
circumstances. Sonny Liston's life story is an unsolved mystery and an underappreciated tragedy. In uncompromising
detail, Nick Tosches captures the shadowy figure of Liston, this most mesmerising and enigmatic of boxing antiheroes.

The Last Opium Den
Boxing and the Mob explores the heavy influence of the mob on boxing in the 1930s through the early 1960s. It profiles
boxers such as Abe Attell and Sonny Liston and infamous mobsters including Owney Madden and Frankie Carbo. In addition,
this book details many of the most notorious fixed boxing matches in the sport’s history.

Dino
The bestselling biography of Muhammad Ali--with an Introduction by Salman Rushdie On the night in 1964 that Muhammad
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Ali (then known as Cassius Clay) stepped into the ring with Sonny Liston, he was widely regarded as an irritating freak who
danced and talked way too much. Six rounds later Ali was not only the new world heavyweight boxing champion: He was "a
new kind of black man" who would shortly transform America's racial politics, its popular culture, and its notions of heroism.
No one has captured Ali--and the era that he exhilarated and sometimes infuriated--with greater vibrancy, drama, and
astuteness than David Remnick, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Lenin's Tomb (and editor of The New Yorker). In
charting Ali's rise from the gyms of Louisville, Kentucky, to his epochal fights against Liston and Floyd Patterson, Remnick
creates a canvas of unparalleled richness. He gives us empathetic portraits of wisecracking sportswriters and bone-breaking
mobsters; of the baleful Liston and the haunted Patterson; of an audacious Norman Mailer and an enigmatic Malcolm X.
Most of all, King of the World does justice to the speed, grace, courage, humor, and ebullience of one of the greatest
athletes and irresistibly dynamic personalities of our time.

Sporting Blood
A work of dangerous and haunting beauty by America's last real literary outlaw. Under Tiberius is a thrilling story of crime
and deceit involving the man who came to be called Jesus Christ. Deep in the recesses of the Vatican, Nick Tosches
unearths a first-century memoir by Gaius Fulvius Falconius, foremost speechwriter for Emperor Tiberius. The codex is
profound, proof of the existence of a Messiah who was anything but the one we've known -- a shabby and licentious thief.
After encountering him in the streets of Judea, Gaius becomes spin doctor to Jesus, and the pair schemes to accrue untold
riches by convincing the masses that Jesus is the Son of God. As their marriage of truth and lies is consummated, friendship
and wary respect develop between these two grifters. Outrageous and disturbing, Under Tiberius is as black as the
ravishing night, shot through with fierce and brilliant light.

King of the Jews
Sonny Liston Was a Friend of Mine
“Current fans and recovering Hulkamaniacs alike should find [Sex, Lies, and Headlocks] as gripping as the Camel Clutch.”
—Maxim Sex, Lies, and Headlocks is the ultimate behind-the-scenes look at the backstabbing, scandals, and high-stakes
gambles that have made wrestling an enduring television phenomenon. The man behind it all is Vince McMahon, a ruthless
and entertaining visionary whose professional antics make some of the flamboyant characters in the ring look tame by
comparison. Throughout the book, the authors trace McMahon’s rise to power and examine the appeal of the industry’s
biggest stars—including Ed “Strangler” Lewis, Gorgeous George, Bruno Sammartino, Ric Flair, and, most recently, Stone
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Cold Steve Austin and The Rock. In doing so, they show us that while WWE stock is traded to the public on Wall Street,
wrestling remains a shadowy world guided by a century-old code that stresses secrecy and loyalty. With a new afterword,
this is the definitive book about the history of pro wrestling. “Reading this excellent behind-the-scenes look at wrestling
promoter McMahon . . . is almost as entertaining and shocking as watching the most extreme antics of McMahon’s comicbook style creations such as Steve Austin and The Rock.” —Publishers Weekly “A quintessentially American success story of
a cocky opportunist defying the odds and hitting it big . . . Sparkling cultural history from an author wise enough to let the
facts and personalities speak for themselves.”—Kirkus Reviews

The Devil and Sonny Liston
This Mafia thriller is familiar with the darkest chambers of the human heart, with a wildly elastic prose style. It unravels the
Mafia that only insiders know--the messy day-to-day business of violent crime, pornography, gambling, and extortion.

Night Train
“A fevered and impressionistic riff on the struggles of blacks in the urban North and rural South, as told through the prism
of The Inferno.” —Kirkus Reviews This 1965 novel is a remarkable narrative of childhood and youth, structured on the
themes of Dante’s Inferno: violence, incontinence, fraud, and treachery. With a poet’s skill, Baraka creates the atmosphere
of hell, and with dramatic power he reconstructs the brutality of the black slums of Newark, a small Southern town, and
New York City. The episodes contained within the novel represent both states of mind and states of the soul—lyrical,
fragmentary, and allusive. With an introduction by Woodie King Jr. “Much of the novel is an expression of the intellectual
and moral lost motion of the age . . . the special agony of the American Negro.” —The New York Times Book Review “It’s a
tortured nightmare, excruciatingly honest and alive, painful and beautiful . . .” —Michael Rumaker, author of A Day and a
Night at the Baths

The Nick Tosches Reader
In 1962, Sonny Liston became boxing's world heavyweight champion. He was a poor plantation boy and a bruiser for the
mob who had done time for armed robbery, but he had fought his way to the top. Those he met in the ring said he was
unstoppable, even dangerous. Sonny, however, knew differently.

Sonny Liston
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A raw and blazing novel by "the single, most brain-searingly dangerous man of letters. Read him at your peril." (Anthony
Bourdain) An aging New Yorker, a writer named Nick, feels life ebbing out of him. The world has gone to hell and Nick is so
sick of it all that he can't even have a glass of champagne. Then one night he meets a tantalizing young woman who agrees
to come back to his apartment. Their encounter is the most strangely extraordinary of his life. Propelled by uncontrollable,
primordial desires, he enters a new and unimagined dimension of the forbidden and is filled with a sexual and spiritual
ecstasy that is as intense as it is unholy. Suddenly Nick's senses are alive. He feels strong, unconquerable, beyond all
inhibition and earthly morality. He indulges in life's pleasures, pure and perverse, sublime and dangerous, from the delicate
flavors of the perfect tomato to the fleshy beauty of a woman's thigh. But Nick's desire to sustain his rapture leads him to a
madness and a darkness far greater and dreadful than have ever ridden the demon mares of night. Writing in a lineage that
includes Dante, William S. Burroughs, Charles Bukowski, Hubert Selby, Jr., and Hunter S. Thompson, Nick Tosches may be
America's last real literary outlaw-a fearless, uncensorable seeker of our deepest secret truths and desires, from the basest
to the most beautiful. Me and the Devil is outrageous, disturbing, and brilliant, a raw and blazing novel truly unlike any
other. Like the man said: Read him at your peril.

Hellfire
Nonfiction back stories of 1960's rock and roll music business pioneers- the labels, the artists and the promoters, told in the
gritty style of Nick Tosches.

Trinities
Sporting Blood is the highly-anticipated debut from multiple-award-winning boxing journalist, Carlos Acevedo.

In the Hand of Dante
Pulitzer Prize winner David Maraniss’s brilliant rendering of the life of one of baseball’s most iconic figures captures both
myth and man in daunting sweep and meticulous detail. On New Year’s Eve 1972, beloved Pittsburgh Pirate Roberto
Clemente died a hero’s death, killed in a plane crash while attempting to deliver food and medical supplies to Nicaragua
after a devastating earthquake. His career ended with four batting titles, two World Series championships, and three
thousand hits; he and the immortal Lou Gehrig are the only players in history to have the five-year waiting period waived so
they could be enshrined in the Hall of Fame immediately after their deaths. But Clemente was also that rare athlete who
rose above sports to become a symbol of larger themes. Born at a time when there were no players of color in American
baseball, Clemente went on to become the greatest Latino player in the major leagues. With determination, grace, and
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dignity, he paved the way and set the highest standard for his peers both on and off the field: his famous motto was “If you
have a chance to help others and fail to do so, you are wasting your time on this earth.” The end of the book reveals the
corruption and negligence that led Clemente toward his untimely death as an uninspected, overloaded plane plunged into
the sea.

Night Train
Now part of American film and literary lore, Tom Ripley, "a bisexual psychopath and art forger who murders without
remorse when his comforts are threatened" (), was Patricia Highsmith's favorite creation. In these volumes, we find Ripley
ensconced on a French estate with a wealthy wife, a world-class art collection, and a past to hide. In (1970), an art forgery
goes awry and Ripley is threatened with exposure; in (1980), Highsmith explores Ripley's bizarrely paternal relationship
with a troubled young runaway, whose abduction draws them into Berlin's seamy underworld; and in (1991), Ripley is
confronted by a snooping American couple obsessed with the disappearance of an art collector who visited Ripley years
before. More than any other American literary character, Ripley provides "a lens to peer into the sinister machinations of
human behavior" (John Freeman, ).

The Mammoth Book of Muhammad Ali
A forgotten singer from the early days of jazz is at the center of this riveting book -- a narrative that is part mystery, part
biography, part meditation on the meaning and power of music.

Save the Last Dance for Satan
A portrait of singer Jerry Lee Lewis details his early life, music, controversial marriage, problems and decline, endurance,
and revival in popularity

Unsung Heroes of Rock 'n' Roll
From his gold medal at the 1960 Olympic Games to his defeat of Sonny Liston to claim the world heavyweight
championship in 1964, the unforgettable 'Thrilla in Manila' against Joe Frazier and the 'Rumble in the Jungle' against George
Foreman, 'The Greatest of All Time', Muhammad Ali, has captured the attention of the world. His conversion to Islam, his
refusal to serve in the in the Vietnam War ('I ain't got no quarrel with them Vietcong') and his speaking tours in the 1960s
have all contributed to his status as one of the most revered sporting figures ever. Here, drawn from books, specialist
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periodicals, newspapers, college magazines (covering his speaking tours) and the work of major literary figures such as
Thomas Hauser is the biggest and best collection ever of writing on 'The Greatest'.

Country
The inside story of international financial wizard Michele Sindona, whose lucrative career ended with his conviction on
fraud, misappropriation of bank funds, and perjury charges in the U.S. and murder charges in Italy

Me and the Devil
Mafiaen i USA er døende, og det tvinger den legendariske Don di Pietro ud i en skånselsløs krig, hvor han spiller sine
modstandere på heroinmarkedet ud mod hinanden

The Best American Poetry 2020
A purse-book of breath from dead places, of gutters that run through paradise and gods who dwell in madness, of ancient
wisdoms and ancient rhythms come back to town in kid-mohair britches. Chaldea is Newark. Chaldea is the place of all dark
magic, deep within the lake of the heart; the place of resurrection, annihilation, and the breezes of all that is forbidden it
comprises 25 poems and a story. --CUZ Editions.

Chaldea and I Dig Girls
Offering an irreverent inside look at American entertainment, from the heyday of Hollywood and Las Vegas and the rise of
television, this is a biography of Dean Martin. Born in Ohio, Dino Crocetti came up the hard way, pumping petrol, boxing,
working in a steel mill and dealing craps in a local mob joint, before turning to singing. After two changes of name and a
nose job, he rose to great heights of fame, wealth and power, and as his notoriety and fortune grew he withdrew more and
more into the silence of seclusion. Eventually he ceased to perform.

Everything is an Afterthought
The 2020 edition of contemporary American poetry returns, guest edited by Paisley Rekdal, the award-winning poet and
author of Nightingale, proving that this is “a ‘best’ anthology that really lives up to its title” (Chicago Tribune). Since 1988,
The Best American Poetry anthology series has been “one of the mainstays of the poetry publication world” (Academy of
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American Poets). Each volume in the series presents some of the year’s most remarkable poems and poets. Now, the 2020
edition is guest edited by Utah’s Poet Laureate Paisely Rekdal, called “a poet of observation and history[who] revels in
detail but writes vast, moral poems that help us live in a world of contraries” by the Los Angeles Times. In The Best
American Poetry 2020, she has selected a fascinating array of work that speaks eloquently to the “contraries” of our
present moment in time.

Rear View
The author's world encompasses dilapidated fight arenas, state mental hospitals & chaotic emergency rooms. The
inhabitants are his brilliantly etched characters, who battle desperately against fate in a game of life they cannot win but
dare not lose. As we approach the end of the century & the millennium, no one writes better or more vividly than Jones
does about the personal, private apocalypses we all face in our darkest moments. In one story, a Vietnam vet, a Recon
Marine, swims alone across the English Channel, the Straits of Gibraltar, & the Bosporus to maintain "the edge" that kept
him alive in wartime - & that is all he now has left. In another, a brilliant doctor verges on a breakdown. In the title story, a
young amateur fighter stoically endures repetitive beatings because he knows the world of boxing shields & protects him
from the even crueler world outside of the ring. A number of these stories have appeared in different forms in the New
Yorker, Playboy, & Esquire.

The Murder of Sonny Liston
The two bouts between Cassius Clay and Sonny Liston are widely considered the most anticipated and controversial fights
in heavyweight boxing. Cassius Clay won the first bout in Miami Beach in February 1964, when Liston refused to come out
for the seventh round. The second fight took place in Lewiston, Maine, fifteen months later in May 1965. Halfway through
the first round, Ali countered a left from Liston with a fast right, knocking Liston down. He did not get up. Ali’s right was so
fast many spectators never even saw it. It was quickly dubbed the Phantom Punch and rumors began to swirl that Liston
had thrown the fight. Many who believed Liston—a brutal fighter who picked up boxing in prison—had also thrown the first
fight the year before in Miami were now vindicated. Journalist and sports historian Rob Sneddon takes a fresh look at the
infamous Muhammad Ali–Sonny Liston fight of May 25, 1965, which ended in chaos at a high school hockey rink in Lewiston,
Maine. Sneddon digs deep into the fight’s background and comes up with fascinating new takes on boxing promotion in the
1960s; on Ali’s rapid rise and Liston’s sudden fall; on how the bout ended up in Lewiston —and, of course, on Ali’s phantom
punch. That single lightning-quick blow triggered a complex chain reaction of events that few people understood, either
then or now. Even if you’ve seen films of the fight and think you know what happened, this book will change your
perspective on boxing’s greatest controversy.
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Power on Earth
In light of the designer jeans phenomenon, America's fascination with and exploitation of the derriere is examined in text
and photographs

Where Dead Voices Gather
Chronicles the writing of the legendary sports journalist, from his first high school job, to becoming the sports reporter for
the New York Times, including his pieces on Joe Louis, Muhammad Ali's visit to Fidel Castro and never-before-published
articles. Original.

Floyd Patterson
A powerful collection of fourteen new stories explores life in a small working class community, introducing a cast of bluecollar workers, fallen Catholics, thieves, bullies, and ordinary folks. A first collection. Original.

Sex, Lies, and Headlocks
What happened to Paul Nelson? In the '60s, he pioneered rock & roll criticism with a first-person style of writing that would
later be popularized by the likes of Tom Wolfe and Norman Mailer as “New Journalism.” As co-founding editor of The Little
Sandy Review and managing editor of Sing Out!, he’d already established himself, to use his friend Bob Dylan’s words, as
“a folk-music scholar”; but when Dylan went electric in 1965, Nelson went with him. During a five-year detour at Mercury
Records in the early 1970s, Nelson signed the New York Dolls to their first recording contract, then settled back down to
writing criticism at Rolling Stone as the last in a great tradition of record-review editors that included Jon Landau, Dave
Marsh, and Greil Marcus. Famously championing the early careers of artists like Bruce Springsteen, Jackson Browne, Rod
Stewart, Neil Young, and Warren Zevon, Nelson not only wrote about them but often befriended them. Never one to be
pigeonholed, he was also one of punk rock’s first stateside mainstream proponents, embracing the Sex Pistols and the
Ramones. But in 1982, he walked away from it all — Rolling Stone, his friends, and rock & roll. By the time he died in his
New York City apartment in 2006 at the age of seventy — a week passing before anybody discovered his body — almost
everything he’d written had been relegated to back issues of old music magazines. How could a man whose writing had
been so highly regarded have fallen so quickly from our collective memory? With Paul Nelson’s posthumous blessing, Kevin
Avery spent four years researching and writing Everything Is an Afterthought: The Life and Writing of Paul Nelson. This
unique anthology-biography compiles Nelson’s best works (some of it previously unpublished) while also providing a vivid
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account of his private and public lives. Avery interviewed almost 100 of Paul Nelson’s friends, family, and colleagues,
including several of the artists about whom he’d written.

Boxing and the Mob
The author, fueled by romantic, spiritual, and medicinal needs, details his mesmerizing quest--part spiritual, part
hallucinogenic--from Europe to Cambodia, in search of the mysterious opium den, ultimately discovering the key to true
fulfillment. 20,000 first printing.

Cut Numbers
A biography of the controversial fighter follows Liston from the mean streets where he was a petty criminal, to the
heavyweight championship and the tragic end of his life.

King of the World
Deep inside the Vatican library, a priest discovers the rarest and most valuable art object ever found: the manuscript of
"The Divine Comedy," written in Dante's own hand. Via Sicily, the manuscript makes its way from the priest to a mob boss
in New York City, where a writer named Nick Tosches is called to authenticate the prize. For this writer, the temptation is
too great: he steals the manuscript in a last-chance bid to have it all. Some will find it offensive; others will declare it
transcendent; it is certain to be the most ragingly debated novel of the decade.

The Silent Season of a Hero
A portrait of notorious gambler and New York businessman Arnold Rothstein examines the myths that surrounded his life,
from his alleged links to the fixing of the 1919 World Series to his inspiration of literary and stage characters.

The Boxing Kings
A biography of the controversial fighter follows Liston from the mean streets, where he was a petty criminal, to the
heavyweight championship and his life as a pawn of organized crime. By the author of Power on Earth. 40,000 first printing.

The System of Dante's Hell
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Sonny Boy
The author of "Country" now offers a paean to a forsaken time of relentless excess, sudden ruin, and fierce music--the days
of rock 'n' roll, long before Elvis came on the scene. 42 illustrations.

Rear View
"A well-researched and overdue tribute. Like one of Patterson's reliable left hooks, Stratton sharply recounts the life of an
important, but often forgotten, two-time world heavyweight champion." — Gary Andrew Poole, author of PacMan: Behind
the Scenes with Manny Pacquiao In 1956, Floyd Patterson became, at age twenty-one, the youngest boxer to claim the title
of world heavyweight champion. Later, he was the first ever to lose and regain that honor. Here, the acclaimed author W. K.
Stratton chronicles the life of "the Gentle Gladiator" — an athlete overshadowed by Ali's theatrics and Liston's fearsome
reputation, and a civil rights activist overlooked in the Who's Who of race politics. From the Gramercy Gym and wildcard
manager Cus D’Amato to the final rematch against Ali in 1972, Patterson's career spanned boxing's golden age. He won an
Olympic gold medal, had bouts with Moore and Johansson, and was interviewed by James Baldwin, Gay Talese, and Budd
Schulberg. A complex, misunderstood figure — he once kissed an opponent at the end of a match — he was known for his
peekaboo stance and soft-spoken nature. Floyd Patterson was boxing’s invisible champion, but in this deeply researched
and beautifully written biography he comes vividly to life and is finally given his due — as one of the most artful boxers of
his time and as one of our great sportsmen, a man who shaped the world in and out of the ring.

The Phantom Punch
Celebrating the dark origins of our most American music, Country reveals a wild shadowland of history that encompasses
blackface minstrels and yodeling cowboys; honky-tonk hell and rockabilly heaven; medieval myth and musical
miscegenation; sex, drugs, murder; and rays of fierce illumination on Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis, and others, famous and
forgotten, whose demonology is America's own. Profusely and superbly illustrated, Country stands as one of the most
brilliant explorations of American musical culture ever written.

Under Tiberius
Newsday has said that Nick Tosches "casts brilliant black light." The San Diego Reader has said that "Tosches's best
sentences uncoil like rattlesnakes and strike with a venom that spreads poison through all the little Sunday-school ideas
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you've held dear." And Rolling Stone has said that "Tosches can write like a wild rockabilly raveup. He can be elegant as a
slow blues." The Nick Tosches Reader is the author's own selection of his best work over the past thirty years, including
fiction, poetry, interviews, rock writing, investigative journalism, and criticism. First published in major magazines, obscure
underground periodicals, and his own best-selling books, many of these selections deal with rock 'n' roll and cultural
icons—but there are also pieces on everything from William Faulkner to organized crime to heavyweight boxing, including
the Vanity Fair feature that gave rise to Tosches's major new book on Sonny Liston, published by Little, Brown. Here is "a
unique and darkly impressionistic cultural history" of the last three decades as only Nick Tosches could write it.
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