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Islamic Art, Literature, and Culture
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Shrouded in mystery, the Islamic presence in the Middle East evokes longstanding
Western fears of terrorism and holy war. Our media have consistently focused on
these extremes of Islam, overlooking a quiet yet pervasive religious movement
that is now transforming the nation of Egypt. Drawing on hundreds of interviews,
No God But God opens up previously inaccessible segments of Egyptian
society--from the universities and professional sectors to the streets--to illustrate
the deep penetration of "Popular Islamic" influence. Abdo provides a firsthand
account of this peaceful movement, allowing its moderate leaders, street
preachers, scholars, doctors, lawyers, men and women of all social classes to
speak for themselves. Challenging Western stereotypes, she finds that this growing
number of Islamists do not seek the violent overthrow of the government or a
return to a medieval age. Instead, they believe their religious values are
compatible with the demands of the modern world. They are working within and
beyond the secular framework of the nation to gradually create a new society
based on Islamic principles. Abdo narrates fascinating accounts of their methods
and successes. Today, for example, university students meet in underground
unions, despite a state ban. In addition, sheikhs have recently used their new
legislative power to censor books and movies deemed to violate religious values.
Both fascinating and unsettling, Abdo's findings identify a grassroots model for
transforming a secular nation-state to an Islamic social order that will likely inspire
other Muslim nations. This model cannot be ignored, for it will soon help organized
Islamists to undermine secular control of Egypt and potentially jeopardize Western
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interests in the Arab world.

I Am Safe. I Am Good. I Am Loved.
Women Claim Islam
You've probably heard of Sir John Falstaff--but you don't really quite know him until
you see him comedically in Shakespeare's "The Merry Wives of Windsor." He's a
real comedianthat is if you can understand what he's talking about! If you have
struggled in the past reading Shakespeare, then BookCaps can help you out. This
book is a modern translation of The Merry Wives of Windsor. The original text is
also presented in the book, along with a comparable version of both text. We all
need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student trying to cram for
that big final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCaps can
help. We are a small, but growing company, and are adding titles every month.

The Prophet's Heir
This is a Sufi adventure story for children, teenagers, and adults. In the story, a boy
loses his heart wings, becomes a normal adult and then goes on a journey as a
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man to find his heart wings once again!

Arguing the Just War in Islam
An unprecedented, richly, detailed, and clear-eyed exploration of Islam in
European history and civilization Tensions over Islam were escalating in Europe
even before 9/11. Since then, repeated episodes of terrorism together with the
refugee crisis have dramatically increased the divide between the majority
population and Muslim communities, pushing the debate well beyond concerns
over language and female dress. Meanwhile, the parallel rise of right-wing,
nationalist political parties throughout the continent, often espousing anti-Muslim
rhetoric, has shaken the foundation of the European Union to its very core. Many
Europeans see Islam as an alien, even barbaric force that threatens to overwhelm
them and their societies. Muslims, by contrast, struggle to find a place in Europe in
the face of increasing intolerance. In tandem, anti-Semitism and other forms of
discrimination cause many on the continent to feel unwelcome in their European
homes. Akbar Ahmed, an internationally renowned Islamic scholar, traveled across
Europe over the course of four years with his team of researchers and interviewed
Muslims and non-Muslims from all walks of life to investigate questions of Islam,
immigration, and identity. They spoke with some of Europe’s most prominent
figures, including presidents and prime ministers, archbishops, chief rabbis, grand
muftis, heads of right-wing parties, and everyday Europeans from a variety of
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backgrounds. Their findings reveal a story of the place of Islam in European history
and civilization that is more interwoven and complex than the reader might
imagine, while exposing both the misunderstandings and the opportunities for
Europe and its Muslim communities to improve their relationship. Along with an
analysis of what has gone wrong and why, this urgent study, the fourth in a quartet
examining relations between the West and the Muslim world, features
recommendations for promoting integration and pluralism in the twenty-first
century.

The Productive Muslim
This collection of essays focuses on the relation between European and Islamic
thought and culture from the late eighteenth to the twentieth century. Albert
Hourani explores the development of ideas about Islam in European thought and
discusses the individual writers who played an important part in informing and
communicating an image of Islamic history and civilisation. He also examines some
of the reactions of the Islamic world to the powerful new ideas of European
civilization including the first Arabic encyclopedia and translation of Homer.

The Muslim World After 9/11
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Ali ibn Abi Talib is arguably the single most important spiritual and intellectual
authority in Islam after prophet Mohammad. Through his teachings and leadership
as fourth caliph, Ali nourished Islam. But Muslims are divided on whether he was
supposed to be Mohammad’s political successor—and he continues to be a
polarizing figure in Islamic history. Hassan Abbas provides a nuanced, compelling
portrait of this towering yet divisive figure and the origins of sectarian division
within Islam. Abbas reveals how, after Mohammad, Ali assumed the spiritual
mantle of Islam to spearhead the movement that the prophet had led. While Ali’s
teachings about wisdom, justice, and selflessness continue to be cherished by both
Shia and Sunni Muslims, his pluralist ideas have been buried under sectarian
agendas and power politics. Today, Abbas argues, Ali’s legacy and message stands
against that of ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and Taliban.

As Within, So Without
Momentous events since September 11, 2001-Operation Enduring Freedom, the
global war on terrorism, and the war in Iraq-have dramatically altered the political
environment of the Muslim world. Many of the forces influencing this environment,
however, are the products of trends that have been at work for many decades.
This book examines the major dynamics that drive changes in the religio-political
landscape of the Muslim world-a vast and diverse region that stretches from
Western Africa through the Middle East to the Southern Philippines and includes
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Muslim communities and diasporas throughout the world-and draws the
implications of these trends for global security and U.S. and Western interests. It
presents a typology of ideological tendencies in the different regions of the Muslim
world and identifies the factors that produce religious extremism and violence. It
assesses key cleavages along sectarian, ethnic, regional, and national lines and
examines how those cleavages generate challenges and opportunities for the
United States. Finally, the authors identify possible strategies and political and
military options for the United States to pursue in response to changing conditions
in this critical and volatile part of the world.

Secrets of Divine Love
The contrast between religion and law has been continuous throughout Muslim
history. Islamic law has always existed in a tension between these two forces: God,
who gave the law, and the state--the sultan--representing society and
implementing the law. This tension and dynamic have created a very particular
history for the law--in how it was formulated and by whom, in its theoretical basis
and its actual rules, and in how it was practiced in historical reality from the time
of its formation until today. That is the main theme of this book. Knut S. Vikor
introduces the development and practice of Islamic law to a wide readership:
students, lawyers, and the growing number of those interested in Islamic
civilization. He summarizes the main concepts of Islamic jurisprudence; discusses
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debates concerning the historicity of Islamic sources of dogma and the dating of
early Islamic law; describes the classic practice of the law, in the formulation and
elaboration of legal rules and practice in the courts; and sets out various
substantive legal rules, on such vital matters as the family and economic activity.

Stories of the Prophets
Our external world is a reflection of our internal world. We interpret and project a
world on the outside that we believe on the inside. For many of us, this means a
world of suffering and hardship. As Within, So Without: Love Yourself, Love the
World is a philosophy that explains how loving ourselves transforms the world. This
book draws from spirituality, science, religion, and psychology to form a simple
theory on how we can delve in and heal ourselves. When we experience
Unconditional Love within, we experience it without. When we truly love ourselves,
we truly love the world.

Between God and the Sultan
This provocative collection addresses the ways in which Arab women writers are
using Islam to empower themselves, and theorizes the conditions that have made
the appearance of these new voices possible.
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The Wings of the Heart
Select your own colors to fill out these 31 mandalas, then consult the artist’s “chart
of emotions” to discover what your choices reveal. Each mandala is based on
breathtaking classical designs from the high Islamic cultures of 500 to 1,000 years
ago. Meditative poems from the great Islamic literary tradition accompany the
mandalas. “It’s fun! It’s creative! It’s a coloring book for grown-ups!”—Publishers
Weekly.

Islam, the Faith of Love and Happiness
Discusses the art, architecture, literature, and culture of Islamic nations, including
the development of Arabic calligraphy, literary elements in Islamic literature, and
historic traditions of Islamic visual arts.

Muslims of the World
A biography of a New Orleans photographer of worldwide acclaim

Women in Islam and the Middle East
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Imagine a class of disenchanted, turned-off teens, mostly males. Then imagine
those same students feeling poorly about themselves - feeling they are dumb
because they have not been told it takes time to learn a second language. Imagine
adults passing through their lives and finally one sticks around to show them they
are loved. They are safe. They are good. Just imagine.

The Islamic Enlightenment
Ever wondered if there's a practical way to lead a productive lifestyle that
combines the best of Islamic tradition and modern psychology and science? This
book provides this practical framework that helps urban global Muslims lead a
productive lifestyle - spiritually, physically, and socially.

Vine of the Soul
Dr Rosenthal describes the contemporary spiritual and intellectual crisis of Islam.
The unity of religion and politics, essential in classical Islam, has largely
disappeared. In Islam there has been no counterpart of the Reformation in the
West; and, in the absence of radical reform, a vulnerable religious and political
system has capitulated step by step to a secular nationalism which in turn has
grown out of resentment of foreign influence and domination. The result is a very
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confused situation, close analysis of which is essential to an understanding of the
place of Islam in the modern national state. Dr Rosenthal bases part of his book on
the available source material; but the greater part derives from personal
observation during visits to Pakistan, India, Malaya, Iran, Turkey, Tunisia and
Morocco. He writes always as a detached observer and does not apply the criteria
of the West to what are essentially Muslim dilemmas and problems.

Reclaim Your Heart
This exploration of Islamic spirituality delves into the psychological diseases and
cures of the heart. Diseases examined include miserliness, envy, hatred, treachery,
rancour, malice, ostentation, arrogance, covetousness, lust, and other afflictions
that assail people and often control them. The causes and practical cures of these
diseases are discussed, offering a penetrating glimpse into how Islam deals with
spiritual and psychological problems and demonstrating how all people can benefit
from these teachings.

No God but God
Islam in the Modern National State
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How has the Islamic view of marriage, family formation and child rearing
developed and adapted over the centuries? Is contraception just permitted or
actively encouraged? The family is the basic social unit of Islamic society. Even
without compelling population pressures, there has been concern with spacing and
family planning. This book is the result of a massive research project, gathering
fourteen centuries (the seventh to the twentieth) of views on family formation and
planning, as expressed by leading Islamic theologians and jurists. The work has
been discussed and shaped at each stage by a committee of Islamic experts
representing the majority of the Muslim countries. The book provides a much
needed source of reference and will be of equal value and interest to professionals
in health care and development work and to those working in the academic
disciplines of Middle East studies, religion and population studies.

Spiritual Gems of Islam
Jihad, with its many terrifying associations, is a term widely used today, though its
meaning is poorly grasped. How Islam, with more than one billion followers,
interprets jihad and establishes its precepts has become a critical issue for both
the Muslim and the non-Muslim world. This book provides a systematic account of
how Islam's central texts interpret jihad, guiding us through the historical
precedents and Qur'anic sources upon which today's claims to doctrinal truth and
legitimate authority are made. Making use of original sources, religion professor
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Kelsay delves into the tradition of shari'a--Islamic jurisprudence and reasoning--and
shows how it defines jihad as the Islamic analogue of the Western "just" war. He
traces the arguments of thinkers over the centuries who have debated the
legitimacy of war, and demonstrates how contemporary Muslims across the
political spectrum continue this quest for a realistic ethics of war within the Islamic
tradition.--From publisher description.

Journey into Europe
This inspirational collection of prayers and reminders is the perfect companion for
anyone who wishes to connect to the Divine. Shaykh Omar Suleiman provides us
with thirty short prayers taken from the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad and
the early generations, each with a short reminder to deepen the impact of the
prayer in our lives. Prayers of the Pious provides spiritual gems that serve as
valuable wisdom and practical advice for the soul. By reading this short work with
an attentive heart, the reader can cultivate love for God and His Messenger and
live life with gratitude and contentment.

Islam in European Thought
These readings cover various aspects of women's experience in the Middle East,
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including legal, domestic, political, religious and cultural factors. Introductions
explain the background of each source and discuss the questions raised.

Allah Loves
"This book provides the first ever overview of the history and development of Islam
in Afghanistan. It covers every era from the conversion of Afghanistan through the
medieval and early modern periods to the present day. Based on primary sources
in Arabic, Persian, Pashto, Urdu and Uzbek, its depth and scope of coverage is
unrivalled by any existing publication on Afghanistan. As well as state-sponsored
religion, the chapters cover such issues as the rise of Sufism, Sharia, women's
religiosity, transnational Islamism and the Taliban. Islam has been one of the most
influential social and political forces in Afghan history. Providing idioms and
organizations for both anti-state and anti-foreign mobilization, Islam has proven to
be a vital socio-political resource in modern Afghanistan. Even as it has been
deployed as the national cement of a multi-ethnic 'Emirate' and then 'Islamic
Republic,' Islam has been no less a destabilizing force in dividing Afghan society.
Yet despite the universal scholarly recognition of the centrality of Islam to Afghan
history, its developmental trajectories have received relatively little sustained
attention outside monographs and essays devoted to particular moments or
movements. To help develop a more comprehensive, comparative and
developmental picture of Afghanistan's Islam from the eighth century to the
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present, this edited volume brings together specialists on different periods, regions
and languages. Each chapter forms a case study 'snapshot' of the Islamic beliefs,
practices, institutions and authorities of a particular time and place in
Afghanistan"--Provided by publishe

Medieval Islamic Medicine
We are living in a time of unrest for many members of the Islamic faith around the
globe. Enter Muslims of the World, a book based on the popular Instagram account
@MuslimsoftheWorld1. Like the account, the book’s mission is to tell the diverse
stories of Muslims living in the US and around the world. Illustrated throughout with
moving photographs, each chapter will focus on different aspects of the Islamic
faith and the many varying cultures it encompasses, offering tales of love, family,
and faith while empowering Muslim women, refugees, and people of color. Whether
it is telling a story about a young Syrian refugee who dreams of being a pilot or
about a young girl’s decision to not remove her hijab, which in turn saved her
family’s life, Muslims of the World aims to unite people of all cultures and faiths by
sharing the hopes, trials, and tribulations of Muslims from every walk of life.

Abortion, Birth Control and Surrogate Parenting
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Joy of Islam is a very easy, Free flowing work of art and literature combined. The
poems are innocent, provocative and passionate. Each poet has her unique
experiences in Islam that makes her work fresh and viable. When you purchase
this book you will not have only bought a work of literature but also art.

Islamic Mandalas
In The Divine Reality, (Newly Revised Edition 2019) Hamza Andreas Tzortzis
provides a compelling case for the rational and spiritual foundations of Islam,
whilst intelligently and compassionately deconstructing atheism. Join him on an
existential, spiritual and rational journey that articulates powerful arguments for
the existence of God, the Qur'an, the Prophethood of Muhammad and why we must
know, love and worship God. He addresses academic and popular objections while
showing how contemporary atheism is based on false assumptions about reality,
which leads to incoherent answers to life's important questions. Does hope,
happiness and human value make sense without the Divine?Do we have an
ultimate purpose?Can we have consciousness and rational minds without God?Did
the universe come from nothing?Does evil and suffering negate Divine mercy?Has
scientific progress led to the denial of God?Are revelation and prophethood
myths?Is God worthy of our worship?If you want to know how the Islamic
intellectual and spiritual tradition answers these questions then this is the book for
you.Hamza Andreas Tzortzis's new book presents a much needed comprehensive
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account of Islamic theism that draws upon Western and Islamic thought. Hamza
Tzortzis is an international speaker, writer and instructor. He has a PgCert and an
MA in philosophy and is currently continuing his postgraduate studies in the field.
Hamza has studied Islamic thought and theology under qualified scholars. He has
delivered workshops and courses on topics related to Islamic thought and
philosophy. Hamza has debated prominent academics and thinkers on Islam and
atheism.

Detox Your Soul
Nouman Ali Khan offers insights on how to reorient our lives for success in both this
world and the next.

Purification of the Heart: Signs, Symptoms and Cures of the
Spiritual Diseases of the Heart
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE 2017 'An eye-opening, well-written
and very timely book' Yuval Noah Harari 'The best sort of book for our disordered
days: timely, urgent and illuminating' Pankaj Mishra 'It strikes a blowfor common
humanity' Sunday Times The Muslim world has often been accused of a failure to
modernise and adapt. Yet in this sweeping narrative and provocative retelling of
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modern history, Christopher de Bellaigue charts the forgotten story of the Islamic
Enlightenment – the social movements, reforms and revolutions that transfigured
the Middle East from the early nineteenth century to the present day. Modern
ideals and practices were embraced across the region, including the adoption of
modern medicine, the emergence of women from purdah and the development of
democracy. The Islamic Enlightenment looks behind the sensationalist headlines in
order to foster a genuine understanding of Islam and its relationship to the West. It
is essential reading for anyone engaged in the state of the world today.

Prayers of the Pious
Inner peace is finally within reach with Tami Shaikh's groundbreaking new book,
Detox Your Soul. Do you often find yourself wishing to rid yourself of all the
negative, harmful influences that often make life so difficult? Look no further than
this new thirty-day program that helps you cleanse away your spiritual, mental,
and emotional toxins and remove these relentless daily obstacles once and for all.
Beginning with day one, you'll learn how to face your inner demons and build up
your self-esteem. The strategies are designed to be incorporated into your daily lifeno drastic changes to your routine are needed! Waking up just ten minutes earlier
and going to bed just ten minutes later each day gives you all the time you need to
see-and feel-a difference. Each of the thirty chapters provides a section for you to
record your innermost thoughts, reflections on that day's exercises, and what you
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have achieved both physically and spiritually in the last twenty-four hours. By the
end of the thirty-day program, you'll feel more in tune with your spirit, mind, and
emotions. Most importantly, you'll have gained the tools to cleanse your soul for a
lifetime to come.

Family Planning in the Legacy of Islam
Reflections on a life lived in the awareness of and gratitude to Allah.

Forbidding Wrong in Islam
To know that you are loved by God is one of the greatest gifts of faith.

Clarence John Laughlin
Are you longing to have an intimate and loving relationship with God? Have you
been seeking for a way to strengthen your faith? Do you find it hard to pray on
time, or at all? Do you sometimes feel unworthy or too imperfect for God to love?
Whether you are on the path of Islam or just seeking to know God, "Secrets of
Divine Love" uses the language of spirituality to transform your relationship with
God, yourself, and the world around you.Beyond offering heartfelt perspectives on
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Islamic theology, "Secrets of Divine Love" walks you through practical exercises
that inspire love, strengthen faith, and increase reliance on and intimacy with God.
By drawing upon the inspirational words of the Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad
?, delving into ancient mystical poetry, and learning through stories from the
world's greatest spiritual masters, this book seeks to connect the heart of the
reader to God. "Secrets of Divine Love" takes you on a journey through the
mysterious nature of God and His unconditional mercy and love for you. It then
delves into who you are and how the Qur'an can be used as a map for manifesting
your greatest potential. By unveiling the spiritual secrets hidden in the heart of
Islam's pillars, principles, and practices, this book calls you to contemplate the
divine beauty that's embedded in every atom of existence. "Secrets of Divine
Love" reminds the reader that God's love is a healing balm for the soul that can
reignite the spark of faith within us.

The Merry Wives of Windsor in Plain and Simple English (a
Modern Translation and the Original Version)
There is widespread concern today about the “radicalization” of young muslim
men, and the deprived areas of Western cities are believed to have become
breeding grounds of home-grown extremism. But how do young Muslims growing
up in the cities of the West really live? This book takes us beyond the rhetoric and
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into the housing estates on the outskirts of Paris to meet Adama, Radouane,
Hassan, Tarik, Marley, and a shadowy figure whose name suddenly and brutally
became known to the world at the time of the Charlie Hebdo shootings: Amédy
Coulibaly. Seeing Amédy through the eyes of close friends and other young Muslim
men in the neighbourhoods where they grew up, Fabien Truong uncovers a
network of competing loyalties and maps the road these youths take to resolve the
conflicts they face: becoming Muslim. For these young men, Islam stands, often
alone, as a resource, a gateway – as if it were the last route to “escape” without
betrayal and to “fight” in a meaningful and noble way. Becoming Muslim does not
necessarily lead to the radicalized “other”. It is more like a long-distance race, a
powerful reconversion of the self that allows for introspection and change. But it
can also lead to a belligerent presentation of the self that transforms a dead-end
into a call to arms.

Joy of Islam
The medical tradition that developed in the lands of Islam during the medieval
period (c. 650-1500) has, like few others, influenced the fates and fortunes of
countless human beings. It is the story of contact and cultural exchange across
countries and creeds, affecting caliphs, kings, courtiers, courtesans, and the
common crowd. In addition to being fascinating in its own right, it formed the roots
from which modern Western medicine arose. Contrary to the stereotypical picture,
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medieval Islamic medicine was not simply a conduit for Greek ideas, but was a
locus for innovation and change.The book is organised around five topics: the
emergence of medieval Islamic medicine and its intense cross-pollination with
other cultures, the theoretical medical framework, the function of physicians within
the larger society, the medical care as seen through preserved case histories, and
the role of magic and devout religious invocations in scholarly as well as everyday
medicine. A concluding chapter on the 'afterlife' concerns the impact of medieval
Islamic medicine upon the European medical tradition and its continued practice
today. The aim of this book is not to compress the entire history of medieval
Islamic medicine into a single small volume. Rather, it presents an overview,
highlighted with particular examples.

Revive Your Heart
Reclaim Your Heart is not just a self-help book. It is a manual about the journey of
the heart in and out of the ocean of this life. It is a book about how to keep your
heart from sinking to the depths of that ocean, and what to do when it does. It is a
book about redemption, about hope, about renewal. Every heart can heal, and
each moment is created to bring us closer to that transformative return. Reclaim
Your Heart is about finding that moment when everything stops and suddenly looks
different. It is about finding your own awakening. And then returning to the better,
truer, and freer version of yourself. Many of us live our lives, entrapped by the
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same repeated patterns of heartbreak and disappointment. Many of us have no
idea why this happens. Reclaim Your Heart is about freeing the heart from this
slavery. It is about the journey in an out of life's most deceptive traps. This book
was written to awaken the heart and provide a new perspective on love, loss,
happiness, and pain. Providing a manual of sorts, Reclaim Your Heart will teach
readers how to live in this life without allowing life to own you. It is a manual of
how to protect your most prized possession: the heart.

The Divine Reality
Islamic ethics.

Afghanistan's Islam
Michael Cook's magisterial study in Islamic ethics, Commanding Right and
Forbidding Wrong in Islamic Thought, was published to much acclaim in 2001. It
was described by one reviewer as a masterpiece. In that book, the author reflected
on the Islamic injunction, incumbent on every Muslim, to forbid wrongdoing. The
present book is a short, accessible survey of the same material. Using anecdotes
and stories from Islamic sources to illustrate the argument, Cook unravels the
complexities of the subject. Moving backwards and forwards through time, he
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demonstrates how the past informs the present. By the end, the reader will be
familiar with a colourful array of characters from Islamic history ranging from the
celebrated thinker Ghazzali, to the caliph Harun al-Rashid, to the Ayatollah
Khumayni. The book educates and entertains - at its heart, however, is an
important message about the Islamic tradition, its values, and the relevance of
those values today.

Light Upon Light
“This practical book presents the inner depths of Sufi teachings in a way that is
directly relevant to our constant efforts to reach for happiness.”—Professor
Komaruddin Hidayat, Islamic scholar and bestselling author of Life’s Journey “When
we peer inside our souls and still cannot find happiness, we must dig even deeper.
This book is like a whetstone that sharpens our abilities to uncover true happiness
from within.”—Gobind Vashdev, spiritual teacher and bestselling author of
Happiness Inside “. . . mercy and compassion lie at the heart of the religious quest
and this message is vitally important in our dangerously polarized world.”—Karen
Armstrong, author of the bestselling books, Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time,
Islam: A Short History, A History of God and Fields of Blood “Islam, the Faith of
Love and Happiness offers an antidote . . . by presenting the heart of Islam, the
extent to which Islam, the Qur’an and Muhammad offer a message of love and
happiness.”—John L. Esposito, Professor of Islamic Studies, Georgetown University
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Through touching stories, humorous anecdotes, and profound insights into the
spiritual realm that draw on sacred Islamic teachings, Dr. Haidar Bagir shines a
brilliant light into the darkness that all too often overwhelms us. Consisting of
twenty-nine short, inspirational chapters, this work will take you on a spiritual
quest to overcome the maladies of your soul and help you experience true
happiness. Haidar Bagir is an influential Islamic scholar and spiritual master based
in Indonesia. He earned his MA from Harvard University and his PhD in Philosophy
from the University of Indonesia. He has been listed among the 500 Most
Influential Muslims by The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre for several years
in a row. He has written a number of popular books, his most recent being Learning
to Live from Rumi.

Radicalized Loyalties
The aging President can't think clearly. The U.S.-Soviet stalemate is about to end.
The free world hangs in the balance. It was 1994 when President Reagan
announced his Alzheimer's disease diagnosis. But what if the affliction had
manifested years before, during the Cold War negotiations? Vine of the Soul
explores the possibility of a sitting President becoming mentally incapable of
performing his duties, and the strategies that covert government agencies would
consider in such a predicament. The solution? An exotic hallucinogen from the
Amazon known as ayahuasca. Given in low doses, the drug seemed to counteract
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the deleterious effects of Alzheimer's disease. But Reagan was the " just say no"
president- how could he be convinced to ingest an illegal drug? Vine of the Soul is
an interplay of competing intelligence agencies and provides a fast paced tale of
political values, pharmacology, rain forest ecology and the endless search for mind
enhancing drugs. The synergy of the mysterious drug ayahuasca and the former
President's battle with Alzheimer's disease create a fascinating study of American
drug policies and the elusive search for artificial paradise. In addition, the
involvement of a young family and their quest to cure their sick infant adds
another dimension to the story line.
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